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THE CHURCH AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
The Intheran Church in the world has always been interested in higher 
education. From the time of the Reformers, Intherans in many lands hae 
held out higher education to their youth. In mdern times no country has 
been so singly blessed in the area of education as America. The Intheran 
Church in America has shared these blessings in great abundance. The In 
theran Church--Missouri Synod, particularly, has been blessed in a very 
special way in education. Over one-hundred years ago, from the founding 
of the Missouri Synod, higher education has played a mst important role 
in the upbuilding of the Iutheran Church in the world. Today the Missouri 
Synod has nine seminaries, two teachers’ colleges, one senior college, ten 
Junior colleges, and numerous high schools. During the life time of the 
Missouri Synod there have been numerous institutions which were started, 
jasted for a number of years, ani closed. Concordia College of New Orleans 
was such an institution. The College was founded in 1904, fifty-two years 
ago. Since the school closed in 1917, no history has been written of Con- 
cordia College in New Orleans. Therefore a report on this school is jusii- 
fied. ; 
Concordia College of New Orleans was not the first Inutheran school of 
higher education in the South. As far back as 1868, there was a Iutheran 
Private Academy in the city of New Orleans. In 1882 the Private Academy 
became known as a “Progymasium" when the Southern District was founded. 
This school lasted for four years, until 1886. From 1866 till 1904 there 





Tn order to gain the best possible understanding of Concordia College 
the years prior to 190k were studied, as well as the years after 190k. To 
this end it was necessary to consult District and Synodical Proceedings ; 
Periodicals such as, Der Iutheraner, The Lutheran Witness anf The Southern 
Intheran; General State Histories, Church Histories, Synodical Histories; 
Biographies, private correspondence, besides personal interviews and many 
Other mterials. 
The problem dealt with in this paper has led up to the question, Why 
did the school close? A threefold answer has been offered: (a) Conditions 
in the city of New Orleans aia not permit the expansion of the school; 
(b) The Intheran people in the South did not give proper support to the 
School; (c) There was a Jack of measures on the part of the leaders to 
avert a crisis. 
The report was written with a hope that some of the problems and dif- 
ficulties which face secondary schools my be met, and that the schools of 










A LUTHERAN ACADEMY IN LOUISIANA 
In order to properly understand the picture of Lutheran higher edu- 
cation in the South, the Louisiana background must be briefly considered. 
The city of New Orleans was founded in 1718 by the French.! The peo= 
  
ia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Ince, 1951), 
XIV, 27: early history of Louisiana belongs to the romance of Ameri- 
can history. It is possible that the mouth of the Mississippi was disco- 
vered in 1519 by Alonso Alvarez de Pineda, . . » That Hernando de Soto 
entered the borders of the present state of Louisiana and that his burial 
Place in the Mississippi was where the river takes the waters of the Red, 
are probable enough, but incapable of conclusive proof. Survivors of De 
Soto's expedition, however, descended the Mississippi to its mouth in 153. 
Spain set up no claim to the region, and when Robert Conelier, Sieur de la 
Salle, came down the river in 1682 from the French possessions to the north, 
he took possession in the name of France which thereby gained her first ti- 
tle to the vast drainage basin of the Mississippi.e In honor of louis XIV, 
the new possession was named "Louisiana! — a name then and until 1812 ap- 
plied to a much larger area than that of the present state. LaSalle at— 
tempted to settle a colony in 168), but missed the Mississippi's mouth and 
landed in Texas, where he was murdered in 1687 by some of his followerse 
In 1697, after Ryswick, Pierre le Moyne de Iberville (1661-1706) was chosen 
to lead another colony, which reached the Gulf coast early in 1699. ‘Soon 
after d'Iberville had built Fort Maurepus (near the present city of Biloxi, 
Mississippi) in 1699, a fort was erected on the Mississippi River about 
forty miles above the mouth. This was the earliest settlement in what is 
now the state of Louisiana. It was unhealthy and unprosperous. From 1712 
to 1717 "Louisiana" or the French possessions of the Mississippi Valley, 
was held by Antoine Crozat (1655-1738) as a private grant from the king. 
It proved as great a drain upon his purse as it had proved to the crown, 
and he willingly parted with it to the so-called "Western Companys" After— 
ward incorporated with the great company of the Indies (see Law, John). 
The company accomplished much for the colony of Louisiana. Jean Baptiste 
Le Moyne, Sieur de Bienville (1680-1768), a brother of d'Iberville, was 
sent out as governor. For forty years he was the life of the colony. New 
Orleans was founded in 1718. De Bienville was the founder of the city. In 
1718 seven vessels were sent from France with stores and immigrantss eleven 
followed during the next year. Five himdred Negroes from the Guinea coast 
were imported in 1719, and many hundreds more soon followed. The Law Com 
pany eventually came to an end fatal to its creditors in France, but its 
misfortunes did not check the prosperity of Louisiana; cf. also Ibid. Vol. 
16, 323: New Orleans became the capital of the Colony in 1722, Jt this 
time the city had about 100 houses and 500 inhabitants. Cf. also Cambrid 
Modern History (Cambridge, England: University Press,cl1903), VII, Ovfte 
  
k 
ple who settled were mostly Catholic* and therefore forebade any French 
Huguenots to settle in their land. Nevertheless, in the course of time, 
people from many different lands came to the New World seeking religious, 
economic and social freedom, and entered into their "Utopia! via New Or- 
leans ,3 
As early as 1722 German settlers came to New Orleans from their fa- 
therland.” any of them would stop in the city and enter into their vari- 
ous trades which they brought with them from the Old Country, or else they 
would settle on farms and in villages in the southern part of Lovisianae 
Their living, however, was not easy. In 1729 the Natchez Indians, and 
again in 1748 the Choctan tribe, killed many of the people and destroyed 
their farms.6 
‘bebe e 
2Encyclopedia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Ince, c.1951), 
XVI, 5S Te a monastery was erected for Capuchin monks. A company 
of Ursuline nuns came to New Orleans in 1727. At the same time the Jesuits 
arrived and received a large trust of land from Bienville, the French go— 
vernore Here the Jesuits cultivated myrtle, the wax of which was then a 
staple article of commerce; the orange, fig, indigo, and probably the su- 
gar cane. The order was suppressed for political reasons in 1763, and its 
great plantation confiscated by the King of Spain." 
3John F.-Nau, "The Lutheran Church in Louisiana" in Concordia Histori- 
cal Institute Quarterly, XXV (April, 1952), 36: see the fine descrii 
of the Mitopia mumber 2. In Chapter Two, Concordia Historical 
Institute Quarterly will be referred to in this manner: CHiN. 
  
nau, Ope Cites De le 
5John Theodore Mueller, "Lutheranism in Iouisiana" in CHIQ, V (January, 
1933)» 125. 
no dia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Inte, c.1951), 
XVI, 323: ee 17 @ hurricane destroyed thirty houses and damaged cropse 
German colonists who had settled on the bank of the Arkansas managed to 
reach New Orleans and thete prayed Bienville to send them back to their 
homes, He pursuaded them to establish themselves along the river above 
the city, and this formed the nucleus of the German settlement, which to 
this day is called the German Coast." 
  
5 
The greatest share of the people that entered the state of Louisiana 
during the eighteenth century were, at least nominally, Roman Catholics. 
For during this period the King of France was in control of Louisiana, and 
he permitted only Catholics the right to hold property. So°strong was the 
feeling in France against the Protestant Huguenots that a law was enacted 
to bar them from entry into Louisiana. This law was called the Code Noir 
and was enforced between the years 172); and 1803. It acknowledged no Pro- 
testants whatever, and compelled all non-Catholics to enroll as followers 
of the recognized state-church.! 
In 1709, after the Battle of Poltava, & Captain d'Ahrensbourg, in 1722, 
brought with him to Louisiana more than thirty Swedish officers, consist- 
ing no doubt, of some Protestants. These Protestants probably held secret 
Services in their homes, but there is no record mtil 1805 of a Protestant 
public service. By the end of the eighteenth century merchants and traders 
from the United States were permitted to come in and barter, sell, and es- 
tablish piers and depositories. This was effected in 1795 by the Treaty 
Of Lorenzo? from that time English Protestants came from the colonies on 
senetimeeniineemeties ore 
Tiueller, ops cite, pe 126s Cf» Cambridge Modern (Cambridge 
Englands University Press, ¢.1903), oa a oes 5 
aero lopetia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Ince, c.1951), 
XVIII, 2 ava was a borm in the Ulranian SSR. Peter the Great de- 
feated Charles XII of Sweden near this tomm in 1709. At this time Sweden 
and Russia were at war, because each wanted to control Poland: Cf. wae 
Modern History (Cambridge, England: University Press, c.1509), VI, 
3L. 
Amelier, ope Cite, Pe 127. The Treaty of Lorenzo was a treaty be- 
tween Spain 
at that time. 
United States. The Spanish had control of Louisiana 
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the Atlantic Coast to New Orleans to carry on trade. France sold the ter- 
ritory of Louisiana to the United States in 1603.2° after the Louisiana 
Purchase the Protestants were no longer under the fear of the Code Noir. 
Finally, on the third of July, 1805, the first Protestant Church was in- 
corporated under the law in the city of New Orleans. This church was called 
"The Church Wardens and Vestrymen of Christ Church in the County of Orleans."11 
From that time many other Protestant Churches sprang up in every part of 
the city. 
With the purchase of Louisiana by the United States, Louisiana was 
Open to every kind of immigrant. Religion was no longer a barrier, and 
immigrants poured into the Southland by the thousands. Trade and commerse 
naturally flourished in this period, too. In fact, between 1830 and 180 
no other city in the United States kept pace with New Orleans./# It was 
ranked number four in population, next to Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New 
York, and was the fourth largest port in the world, exceeded only by London, 
liverpool, and New York.!3 It was the industrial and financial center of 







lOyine years later on April 20, 1812, Louisiana became a state. 
113, Hanno Deiler, Die Deutschen Kirchengemeinden im Staate Lovisiana 
(New Orleans: nepe, celB9)5 Pe 
2mncyclo Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Ince, c.1951) 
XIV, oT Ropes m of L uisiana in 1810 was 76,5563 in 1630 it was 215, 7393 
in 1850, 517, 7623 in 1880, 939,963 in 1910, 1,656,308; and in 19,0, 2,363,880.# 
13Nauy op. Cites pp. 3-4. 
UrEne dia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Ince, 
C1951); : "The cotton culture began in 1780 and sugar cane was 
successfully introduced from Santa Domingo by the Jesuits in 1751. Tafia 
rum and a waxy, sticky sugar syrup became important products; but not util 
the end of the century were the means found to crystallize sugar and so give 
real prosperity to the industry" 
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countries: Germany, Holland, Sweden, Norway, Dermark, Belgin, England, 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, France, Spain, and Italy. Many stopped perma- 
nently to live there while others stopped and then went into other parts 
of the New World. Germans and Irish made up the greatest percentage of 
the population of the city during this period from 1850 to 1890.) The 
French did not even exceed the German and Irish population in this period. 
During this time, from 1870 to 1890, the Germans composed the largest 
Single population element. 
liost of the immigrants were very poor, especially the people from 
Germany. The earliest immigrants came as a result of the French Revolu- 
tion and Napoleonic Warse A great number of immigrants were redemptioneers 
who served as field hands in Lovisiana. They were individuals who worked 
the soil of Louisiana for several years in payment for their fare to Ameri- 
Cae In the mid-1830's there were about 7,000 Germans living in New Orleans. 
From 1847 to 185), 183,39) Germans arrived in New Orleans. Of these 36,700 
remained in the city. During the years from 185) to 1865, 14,300 Germans 
made New Orleans their home; and from 1865 to 1880 there were 8,000 Ger— 
mans who settled in the citys!6 
By 1868 there were no less than thirty churches iin and around the city 
of New Orleans who used the word "German" in their title. Thus in 1628 
there is "The First German Protestant Church in New Orleans," in 180 "Die 
Deutsche Evangelische-Lutherische Ste Paulus Gemeinde," in 1817 "Die Craps— 
  
Ipeiler, ops cite, Pe 12ke For German population in New Orleans 
Previous to 1850 seé Nau, ope Cites Pe 36, footnotes11 and 12. 
16tpid., PPe 2=36 
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(frtther Piety) Str. Deutsche Bisch¥fl. Method. Kirche des Stidens," in 1850 
"Die Dinish-Deutsche Lutherische-Evangelische Kirche in Algiers," in 1853 
"Die Erste Deutsche Presbyterische Kirche von New Orleans," in 1855 "Die 
Deutschen Baptisten," in 1857 "Die Deutsche Enanuel Mission der Episcopal— 
Kirche," in 1866 "Die Deutsche Evange Lutherische Salem Gemeinde in Gretna," 
in 1868 "Die Trennung der New Orleanser Deutscher Methodisten in Stidliche 
und Nordliche Gemeinden," and many others./? By 1868 there were only two 
liissouri Synod Lutheran Churches in and around New Orleans, namely St. Johns 
and Zion. ‘In 1853 Ste Johns congregation joined the Missouri Synod.18 zion. 
Church joined the Synod in 185), due to the consecrated efforts of Theodore 
Buenger, who was called as a Iutheran school teacher to this congregation 
from the Missouri Iutherans./9 In 1868 there were 157 souls in Zion Church 
and 102 souls in St. Johns, making a total of 259 souls. In that same year 
there were 67 children in Zion Lutheran School and 25 attending St. Johns 
Lutheran School, making a total. of 92.29 
  
Iipeiler, op. cite, passim. 
18tne Lutheran Church—lfissouri Synod came to New Orleans by an unus= 
ual incident. Dr. Walther, the leader of the Missouri Synod, learned through 
a New Orleans newspaper that St. John's congregation, a nominal Lutheran 
group in New Orleans needed a pastor... He immediately took a young candi- 
date, George Volch, ordained and installed him as pastor, and sent him there 
to be their pastor. George Volch became the first Missouri Synod Iutheran 
pastor. George Volch, however, died with yellow fever in the same yeare 
Pastor C. C. Metz was his successor. 
nau, Ope Cites ppe 10-12, St. Paul's congregation, the oldest Evan- 
gelical Intheran Church in New Orleans, did not join the Missouri Synod 
until early in the 1870's, 
20festern District Proceedings, 1868, pe 2: parochial report. 
  
9 
The founding of the first Lutheran Academy@1 of the Missouri Synod in 
the city of New Orleans took place in the year 1868. This school was star- 
ted by the efforts of Zion Congregation in New Orleans and its pastor, Rev. 
A. F. Hoppe. During the years of its existance, Rev. Hoppe was its sole 
teacher. 
Albert Fredrich Hoppe was born on July 2), 1828, in Rostock, Germany. 
His father was Joachim Christian Hoppe and his mother was Charlotte nee 
ludewig, sister to Joachim Heinrich Ludewig, professor of the English lang- 
wage at the State University. Albert's mother died when he was only four 
years old. From that time on his grandmother, Katherina Maria Ludewig, 
tock care of him. She was a very God-fearing woman and taught her young 
grandchild such Lutheran Christian pymns as "Lobt Gott, ihr Christen allzu- 
gleich,"22 "yon Himmel hoch, da komm ich her,"°3 and also taught him the 
Passion History, 2+ 3 
As time passed Albert went to school. In the year 1839 the young boy 
entered Quinta in the Gymasium at Rostocke In two units he had a true be~ 
liever as his religion instructor, but in Quarta and Tertia he had a ra— 
Seesmic tee end 
2lineyelopedia Brittanica (London: Encyclopedia Brittanica Inces C6-1951), 
XVI, 322: Ths fee Saree University, a Roman Catholic school, dates 
back to the foundation of the Medical College in 183). In 185, Law and 
' Academic Departments were added. In 1882, Paul Tulane, for many years a 
merchant in New Orleans, gave liberally for higher education of the white 
young people in the city of New Orleans. His entire donation reached the 
sum of $1,050,000. By 1910 New Orleans had eleven high schools and pre- 
paratory schools. The preparatory schools were: Rugby Academy, New Orleans 
Academy, Newman School, Holy Cross College, and Ursuline College. Loyola 
University was founded in 190) by the Jesuit Fathers. 
22yusic by Nikolaus Herman, 155); words by Nikolaus Herman, 1560. 
This beautiful German hym was translated into English by August Crull in 
1923. August Crull was the adopted son of Professor Hoppe, supra, p»l0. 
23Words by Martin Iuther, 1535e 






tionalistic teacher. ‘In Secunda he had a religion teacher who taught him 
the teachings of the Gnostics, but not the teachings of Christ Jesus. Fi- 
nally in Prima he had a true believer again as his teacher. His last in- 
Structor who also was the pastor of St. Mary's Church confirmed hime In 
1849 Albert had finished his examination at Rostocke=? 
After he had finished at Rostock he studied with Franz Delitzsch-°-at 
the University of Erlangen for one yeare From there he studied with Profes- 
sor Philippi®7 at Dorpat, and finally, in the year 1853, he took his preli- 
minary examinations and accepted a tutor's post with Pastor M. Steak. He 
assisted Pastor Staak until 1855 when he married the widow of Mr. Cruli who 
already had two children. Then he with his new family came to America on 
the recommendation of the German Church Council of Kliefoth28 to Professor 
Walther.?9 Carl F. We Walther was the leader of a young and rapidly grow- 
ing Lutheran Chureh in Americae2? 
  
25rpide, pe 190. 
26rranz Delétzsch (1813-1890) was one of the foremost Lutheran theo- 
logians at Erlangene ‘In his earlier life he was intimately associated with 
the founders of the Missouri Synod. 
2Trredrich Adolf Philippi (1809-1882) was a Jewish Christian scholar 
who upheld the Lutheran Confessions and the doctrine of inspiration, 
28tneodore Kl4efoth: (1810-1895) was superintendent at Schwerin in 
18), in 1866 was president of the superior ecclesiastical court. He ex~ 
erted far-reaching beneficial influences 
22er Lutheraner, IXVII (dune 13, 1911), 190. 
307, We Walther (1821-1887) came to America in 1638 with a group of 
Saxon Lutherans under the leadership of Pastor Martin Stephan. The imi- 
grants settled in Perry County, Missouri. When Pastor Martin Stephan left 
his office because of personal trouble, Walther took the leadership. 
Walther stood firm on God's Word, and under his leadership the Missouri 
Lutheran Church spread throughout the United States and was leader to other 












In New York he met President Wyneken?~ who was convalescinge For a 
time he stayed with Pastor Theodore Brohm32 who made room for his family 
until a place was found for them. However, by October of 1855 he went to 
St. Louis. There Dr. Walther told him that they were receiving so many 
calls "Dass wir uns Prediger drechseln michten."93 Hoppe and his family 
remained in St. Louis until the end of February, 1856, when a call came 
from Zion congregation in New Orleans. During his stay in St. Louis, from 
October to February, he taught Greek, Latin and German through all the 
classes in the Gymnasium at St. Louis.3' Finally, at the end of February, 
he went to New Orleans and was ordained and installed by Pastor C. C. Metz 
of St. Johns Lutheran Church of that elty.?? 
  
31¥riedrich Ke De Wyneken (1810-1876) was a founder of the Lutheran 
Church=-Missouri Synod together with Dre Walther. He is knom as the Fa= 
ther of Missouri Synod home missions, and for his Notruf, a mission to 
Germany securing funds and ministers to help Lutherans in Americae He 
Was president of the Missouri Synod until 186). 
32Theodore Julius Brohm (1808-1881) was a co-founder with Walther of 
the first Missouri Lutheran College in Altenburg, Missourie He was in- 
structor there until 18))3.. Later he was a pastor of Trinity congregation 
in New York City until about 1858. 
33Der Iutheraner, IXVII (June 13, 1911), 190. 
3htThe Gymnasium was a preparatory school for ministers which was 
started by the Saxons in 1839 in Perry County, Missourie In 1850 it 
Was moved to St. Louis, Then in 1861 the Gymasiu was removed to Fort 
Wayne. 
35Der Iutheraner, IXVII (June 13, 1911), 191. See also Western 
District Proce 3, 1856, pe.12e See also Naty Ope Cites De Hi, Loot— 
. Feeeeeaines, Ee ee living pastor of the Wissourt Synod in 
the city. William August Fick, the first Missouri Synod pastor of Zion, 
died of yellow fever in 1885. Hoppe was his successor.
  
12 
Pastor Hoppe's congregation was very poors so poor that not a day passed 
when he and his family didn't go to bed hungry. During these years his con- 
gregation was very small. In 1858 Zion Church had only 92 souls.3© 
Hunger was not the only worry in the early years. There was yellow 
fever. In the year 1853 over 13,000 people died in New Orleans from this 
disease; in 1858, 5, died; in 1867, 2,950; and in 1878, 3,929 people 
died.37 
In the year 1866 Pastor Metz took a trip to Germany and during that 
time Pastor Hoppe took care of St. John's congregation. In the following 
year the Great Epidemic broke out. The disease was very heart—breaking. 
For example, one morning at nine o'clock Reve Hoppe passed by a home and 
Saw a young woman and her child sitting by the door. He said to her, "Ade= 
line, wie gehts?" She answered, "Hem Pastor, ich: fuehle mich sehr schlecht." 
Three hours later her father came to him and said, "Adeline ist totl" of 
all the pastors of the Missouri Synod, Rev. Hoppe was the only one in New 
Orleans to survive the Great Epidemic .28 
During these years, from 1861 to 1865, the Civil War also broke out. 
Thé food prices were outrageously high.2? For example, for one potatoe the 
Sa eeceses 
7 tester Wes n District Proceedings, 1858, ps 37. 
(Der Lutheraner, IXVII (Jume 13, 1911), 1913 lopedia Brittanica 
(tenion? Bi yelopedia Brittanica Ince, Cel951),5 ivi, soir trainees > 3 age, sanite- 
a satisfact ‘ter supply were realized nearly two centuries af— 
ter the establistment’ of f the eattoae settlement, and in jatar ie Llow 
fever and cholera took frightful tolise Modern engineer: tat 
panally ees and today New Orleans is one of the he: thiest cities in 
38Der Lutheraner, IXVII (June 13, 1911), 191. 
3 aia Brittanica (London lopedia Brittanica Ince, C1951 
a. ; says partially ¢ dua to the peustieal ” 
Louisiana from the 
XIV, prices 
situations Probably no other ate | suffered. ofualiy 
‘carpet bag,* ‘scalawag,' and Negro legislaturese For cour vere corruption 
(1868-18 723 the  government expenses increased to ten times their normal vol- 
mes Remextton was enormously increased, and about $57,000,000 of debt was 
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people had to pay ten cents; for a small sack of sixty pounds of meal, ten 
dollars. Each day the neighbors brought Pastor Hoppe and his family bread 
for their two small daughters. They lived chiefly on cornmeal mush. For a 
while the city was bombarded so that no mail came through from the North? 
Early in 1868 Reve Hoppe started to develop trouble with his voice so 
that by the end of the Easter season he could hardly speak a loud word. His 
congregation granted him two months! rest to recover, so he went to St. Louis 
tw the) Western District Conference which began on May 6, 1868. Here he stayed 
in the home of Mr. Leonhardt, While he was in St. Louis he received a letter 
from his congregation encouraging him to take a trip to Germanye He at once 
accepted the proposal with joy for it gave him a chance to see his old father, 
his dear sister, friends, and relativese As soon as the conference was ended, 
he went, together with Mr. Leonhardt and his family, on a trip to Germanye In 
August he returned to his congregation in New Orleanse : 
After a short time he took a call extended to him by Zion Congregation, 
his own church, in which they wanted him to start a school and be called 
"Zum Professor einer hUheren Schulee" Reve Hoppe was pleased to receive 
such a position, for as a young child he esteemed this a high position, since 
his grandfather was a professore 
For one year his congregation still paid his pastor's salary in order 
to help him with the teaching of the Academy, but later he didn't need their 
Support. He gladly would have received it if the members had sent their 
children to his school. He had even made the announcement from the pulpit 





that he would instruct their children for nothing.42 But for many years 
he had only one student from the congregation and very few outsiders. 
Besides teaching in the Private Acadeny it became necessary for Profes~ 
Sor Hoppe to engage in various other instructionse Thus he taught Latin 
to doctors, English to Americans, French to the Frenchmen, German to Ger— 
mans and Americans, and Hebrew to the Jewse Besides this, he also taught 
reading, writing, accounting, mathematics, bookkeeping, and music. At 
times the teaching was well paid and he received a very rich income from 
the students and also from the state. However, living wasn't always so 
good in New Orleans and often he had to save during the favorable times. 
Some of the prominent families in the city did not want to send their 
boys to the public school and because of this obtained a teacher. These 
people were mostly Episcopalian and Presbyterians, and were not interes— 
ted primarily in the religious instruction of their children, but they did 
want to engage the services of a Christian teacher. The original teacher 
had died in the Epidemic of 1878. Therefore they came to Reve Hoppe and 
begged him to found a "Select School" for their children, and offered to 
pay him five dollars monthly for each child. Thereupon he rented an Epis— 
copal chapel on the corner of Camp and Race Streets and took with him the 
students he already hade Even the Superintendent of the public schools, 
City Attorney H. We Rogers, referred students to him. Professor Hoppe 
led this school until 1881, basically teaching in English, but also with 
a good amount of German instruction.42 
 
hitbid., IXVII, 205. 







While Professor Hoppe was conducting his school in New Orleans, the 
Lutheran Church was spreading rapidly in the city and surrounding area. By 
1881 there were five Missouri Synod Lutheran Churches in and around New Or- 
leans: St. John's, Zion, St. Paul, Salem in Gretna, Trinity in Algierse In 
187 St. Paul's Church joined the Missouri. Synod, trinity affiliated with 
Missouri Synod in 1875 when it was first organized, and in 1880, Salem joined! 
and mission stations such as Shrevesport, La, and numerous preaching stations. 
4s the city increased in 1880 to 216,090 people,4> so also the church grew 
with ite 
The growth of the church in the South was not confined only to New Or= 
leans. In Texas there were no less than thirteen Lutheran congregations al- 
ready founded who later became the core of the Texas District<° While these 
Texan congregations were small in 1881, nevertheless, they started to reach 
out into the great area of the Southwest where the church was badly needed. 
The pastors in New Orleans and Texas realized the responsibility that 
rested on them as the church grew and expanded. They recognized the great 





South. Therefore the congregations in Louisiana together with those in 
Texas petitioned the Missouri Synod for the organization of a district in ; 
the deep South. The General Synod acted on their petition in May, 1881, at 
Fort Wayne, Indiana; and granted permission to organize a new district. 
  
hi3Nau, Ope Cites De 17. 
Litpia., De 18. { 
W5thid., pe 170 




Thus the organization of the new district took place on February 8, 1882 
at Zion Lutheran Church in New Orleans, Louisiana.+7 
The pastors in New Orleans, seeing the need for workers in the South, 
requested in the year 1881 that Professor Hoppe begin a progymasium in New 
Orleans. Professor Hoppe was called as Director and Professor of the in- 
stitution. Professor Hoppe accepted the call and the school was organized,48 
At the First Convention of the Southern District, February 8, 1882, the 
New Orleans Conference reported that the pastors of this conference had star- 
ted a progymnasium in New Orleans. The New Orleans Conference suggested that 
it be taken over by the Southern District. The District, however, hesitated 
to take charge of the school at this time since the congregations of Texas 
were unacquainted with the new institution. It was decided that the congre—- 
gations in New Orleans be ericouraged to continue as such with the school u— 
til the next district convention and the District, in the meantime, would 
e6ncourage its om congregations to support the new schoolt9 
During the summer of 1882 the school was advertised and brought to the 
attention of the congregations throughout the Synod. On June 15, 1882, the 
editor of Der Lutheraner published a lengthy description of the new progym— 
aeeitas of the South located in New Orleans.A ‘This issue of Der Lutheraner 
reported: 
Our designated Progymnasiim which was brought into existence on the 
first of October of the previous year has behind it now three-fourths 
  
L7nau, Ope Cites pe 19. 
\8per Iutheraner, IXVII (June 275 1911), 206. 
L9southern District Proceedings, 1882, p. 63. 












of its first school year. With thanks and praise to God we must ad- 
mit that He has given us far above our prayers and understanding and 
without various burdens has helped us till nows through which He makes 
willing many hearts to richly support this undertaking. 
The number of students which have been instructed in our Progymnasium 
have been much greater than has been expected.e ‘Instead of three or 
four, which we had planned on, eleven pupils have left the school in 
the previous month not to serve the church, but to follow another 
profession. Nine still remain. The four outsiders by our good con= 
duct must be edified.51 
This article in Der Lutheraner brought the school to Synod-wide atten— 
tion. But already before this article appeared, the school had gained 
Southern students from outside the state of Louisiana. Two congregations 
in Texas supported the school from the start. These congregations were 
Pastor Steimke 1502 congregation in Houston, and Pastor Kaspar's congrega= 
tion in Gidding, Lee County. One congregation in Alabama supported the 
School also. This was the congregation at Mobile.3 Students came from 
these congregations and entered this new school in the second school year, 
the fall of 1882. 
The school was organized to operate in 1882. The Treasurer of the 
Progymnasium was Mr. He Le Frantz who worked together with Mr. G. We Frye. 
All correspondence covering the school was sent to Professor A. H. Hoppée 
The Board of Control consisted of Pastor P. Roesener,?+ Chairman; Pastor 
  
5itranslated by the writer. 
52Steimke gave the school his whole-hearted support from the start. 
He was elected the first president of the Southern District, February 5, 
1882. He remained pastor of the Houston congregation until he accepted the 
call to a Lutheran church in New Orleans. Cf. A. C. Repp, "Beginnings of 
‘Lutheranism in Houston, Texas," in CHIQ, XXVI (July, 1953)» pe 66: Gf. 
Bewle, Ope Cites De 57. He reports the two churches that supported 
the New Orleans institution were the churches at Houston and Manheime 
53Der Lutheraner, XXXVIII (June 15, 1882), 93. 
Sip, Roesener was pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church from 1880 to 









C. G. Moedinger ,?? teacher; C.-Sauer, Secretary; H. L. Frantz, Treasurer; 
and lr, M. Habritter, layman.56 
At the Second District Convention held at Houston, Texas, on April 11 
to 17, 1883, it was stated that a school fn the South was imperative, since 
it was hard to encourage pastors from our northern states to accept calls 
in the South.°? Tt was therefore decided that the Southern District accept 
the Progymasiun in New Orleans, thus putting the school on a District level. 
On the District level the school had much better support. It depended di- 
rectly on the District for the support and supply of students. A District 
Board of Control was elected of which the District President was Chairman 
ex effico, ee 
From 1881 till 1886, when the school closed, Professor Hoppe waniine 
only teacher in this school, Some students dedicated themselves to be 
preachers and teachers. There was a good number of students who studied 
for other professions. The students from out of tom had room and board 
at Professor Hoppe's home. The cost was $12.00 per month. Some of these 
students from out of town found the cost to be outrageously high. But be= 
tween the years 1881 to 1886 Professor Hoppe added $800.00 of his own money 
to the maintenance: of the school. People from out of tom did not realize 
What it cost to live in New Orleans. For example, a painter asked for 
$280.00 to paint Professor Hoppe's homes? 
  
55C. Ge Moedinger was pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church from 1656 
to 1890. Cf. Nau, ope cites pp. 11-12. 
per Lutheraner, XXVIII (Jme 15, 1862), 93. 
57southern District Proceedings, 1883, pe 91. 



































During the years of its existence the school struggled along. It was 
reported in 1885 at the Third Conference,>9 and also in 1886 at the Fourth 
Conference®? of the Southern District, that the school was in need of funds 
and students. The lack of students was largely due to the poverty of the 
early German people. Dr. John F. Nau,who wrote an excellent history on the 
Lutheran Church in Louisiana, noted: 
Although these German Lutherans supported church schools for the 
Christian training of their children, it often happened that their 
boys and girls had to leave school after only three or four years 
of learning to assist in increasing the earning power of the family. 
It was most exceptional for one of their boys, not to say anything 
of their girls, to receive a higher education.6l 
Nevertheless, from 1881 to 1886, this school, under the direction of 
Professor Hoppe, trained no less than eleven students who later entered 
the ministry. The names were: Wunderlich, Moerbe, Klein, Foerster, Broders, 
Gaszner, Zoch, Schild, Robert, Joecke1®2 and Huszmann.®3 Among thers, two 
of these men became quite prominent pastors. The one was Rev. Moerbe who 
for many years was the Chairman of the Texas Mission Board, and the other 
was Rev. Adam Klein who became a missionary in Brazil and later became the 
President at Concordia Theological Seminary at Springfie1a. 
Professor Hoppe was called away from New Orleans in 1886. When he 
left, the Lutheran Academy in New Orleans closed. On November 3, 1886, he 
  
59southern District Proceedings, 1885, pe 59. 
60southern District Proceedings, 1886, De 71. 
6inau, Ope Cites Pe 136 
62Joeckel now lives in retirement in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
63southern District Proceedings, 1912, pe Sle 
6linewie, Ope Cite, Pe 50.
20 
traveled with his family to Ste Louis, Missouri, where he worked with Pro— 
fessor George Stoeckhardt of Concordia. Seminary editing the St. Louis edi- ’ 
tion of Luther's Works.6 Professor Hoppe died May 31, 1911, in Ste Louis.56 
Professor Hoppe had spent thirty years of his life in the city of New 
Orleans. Eighteen of those years were donated to the first Lutheran school§7 
of higher education in the Southe 
  
6Sper Lutheraner, IXVII (June 27, 1911), 206. 
S6Der Lutheraner, IXVII (June 13, 1911), 1906 
67there was no reference of Hoppe's Private Academy in the Western 
District Reports (1868-1882). There was no reference of the Southern Dis- 
Grist Progyanast um in the Missouri Synod Reports (1882~1886). 
CHAPTER III 
THE YEARS OF STRUGGIZ 
After Professor Hoppe left New Orleans in 1886 prospects for reopen- 
ing the Academy were very dim. There was a debt of $63.81 resting on the 
School. The report of this deficit was made at the Fifth Conference of 
the Southwest held in February, 1888 at St. Paul's Intheran Church, New 
Orleans.+ this debt remained on the school for a mmber of years. Fin- 
ally, at the Southern District Conference held at Worda, Texas in 1692, 
the matter of the debt was taken up again. It was decided that the Dis- 
trict request $2.00 from each congregation in order to pay the debt. 
At the next District Conference held in February, 1894, at St. John's 
Iutheran Church in New Orleans, the mtter of the debt was again discussed. 
It was reported that during the past two years the agreement was held that 
each congregation of the District would send in $2.00 as their share of 
the debt that still remined on the earlier New Orleans school. Each con- 
gregation which did not carry out this agreement was to be reminded and 
encouraged to carry out their promise.” No further report was made at 
succeeding District Conferences concerning this debt. 
The establishment of a new progymmasium was also discussed at this 
conference. The pastors from Texas recommended the founding of a progym- 
nasium combined with an aca emy. For the purpose of founding such an 
  
Tgouthern District Proceedings, 1888, p. 81 
“southern District Proceedings, 1892, p. 82 










institution the people in Clifton, Texas, and Giddings, Texas, offered 
land and a sum of ney. ‘the Southern District was not filled with en- 
thusiasm for this project; however, they recognized the necessity that 
& progymasium should be established in Texas ani encouraged the pastors 
in Texas to come to grips with this work.* 
From this District Conference in 1694, the plan of establishing a 
Progymasium was not discussed in any Southern District Conference until 
the Sixteenth Conference of the Southern District, vhich was held in 190k. 
However, the pastors, teachers, and Jaynen did not forget the great 
need of teachers and preachers for the South. Nor did they forget the 
Great need of training their own children as teachers and ministers. 
However, distances from the South to training schools in the North and . 
East were very great. For example, it was about 940 miles from New Or- 
leans to the progymasium in Concordia, Missouri;? 1000 miles to the pro- 
gymasiun in Winfield, Kansas;© and about 800 miles to the progymasiun 
in Conover, North Carolina.! Texas was mch closer to the school in Win- 
field. For instance, from Austin to Winfielé it was about 509 miles. 
However, this was still quite a distance to travel. 
  
‘tpta. The establishment of a progymmasium in Giddings, Texas took 
Place in 1894, and for a few mnths the institution was in operation, 
though there were very few students. According t  the informtion given 
to the writer by Karl Niermam, the president was-a mn by the name of 
G. P. A. Schaf. He was quite an elderly mn at that time. He was a 
learned man but very impractical. He opened the school with a Iatin ora- 
tione A. C. Repp, editor, 100 Years of stian Education (River Forest; 
Illinois: Iutheran Education Association, 9 De Li2, 95- See 
aeratl He Bewle, Missouri in Texas (Austin: The Stock Company, 1952), 
De d x : 
2st. Paul's College was established in Concordia, Missouri, in 168. 
st. John's College, Winfield, Kansas, was established in 1893. 
Tconcordia College, in Conover, North Carolina, was established in’ 






Nevertheless, pastors and teachers encouraged the boys to enter the 
profession as teachers or pastors. They also spoke for establishing a 
School soon in the South. In sermns,-in private instruction, on special 
Occasions this matter was constantly brought up. Thus when the congrega- 
tions of the Iutheran Churches in New Orleans celebrated their annual mis- 
sion festival on Sunday, September 27, 1904, the large audience which was 
gathered on the grounds of the Bethlehem Orphan Home® listened with de- 
vout attention to sermons preached by Rev. K. Niermann? and Rev. F. 
Iankensu.1° he former pleaded for boys to study for the ministry. He 
pointed out that mch mre might be accomplished by the Iutheran Church 
4f only mre men were available to be sent out as missionaries.” 
Not only did the South need men for its own established churches and 
schools, but it was in dire need of men for the Negro, mission work in the 
South.12 To meet the needs in the best possible way, it was decided to 
train boys from the Negro people as ministers. Therefore, to met this 
  
Sine Bethlehem Orphan Home was founfied by St. Paul's congregation in 
New Orleans in 1681. 
SRev. Kar] Niermam was pastor of Trinity Church in Algiers, a sub- 
urb of New Orleans. He had come to Louisiana as the first Intheran rural 
pastor in the year 1892. He organized Zion Congregation in Clinton, 
Iouisiana, and several preaching stations. 
Rev. F. Iankenau was 18, SERBS Lg SEE ieee ee in New Orleans. He 
came to New Orleans in 1891. ; ‘ 
ne Southern Intheran, I (November, 1903), 5, 
qe sce Je Theodore Moeller, "The Mission Work of the Evangelical 
Tesheren: Bynotien 2) Compemense\e 2) Amen ce area Serer in the 
United States and in Africa” in Concordia eee ee tas Wonroes ofe X, 4(January 8 118; Intheran mission 
Rees ates a antes Symodical Conference of North America. This 
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need Inther College was opened in September, 1903, the Rev. F. J. Iankenau 
being the first teacher ana president of the school.J3 pastor Iankenau 
held the first class in the sacristy of his church. The Southern iutheran, 
& periodical of the New Orleans Pastoral Conference put in the December 
issue of 1904, reported: 
On Sunday, November 6th, the new building of Inther College, 
our colored institution, was dedicated with appropriate cere- 
monies. The Dedicatory Services, which were held at 3 o'clock 
in the evening, were attended by a Jarge number of our colored 
menbers and also by not a few people from our white congrega- 
ERNE RES CCRT RPE 
the Illinois and Minnesota Synods. At that time there were over four mil- 
lion Negroes in the United States. ‘The Missionary Board of the Synodical 
Conference in 1887 chose Rev. J. F- Doescher as its first missionary. He 
did his first work in Memphis, Tennessee and Little Rock, Arkansas. From 
Little Rock Pastor Daescher trayeled through Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabam, Mississippi and louisiana preaching to groups of Negroes wherever 
he had the opportunity. In New Orleans he conducted a Sunday School and 
Organized two mission stations for the- Negro people. While Pastor Doescher 
was stationed in New Orleans he succeeded in organizing a mission station 
in Mbbile, Alabam. Pastor Doescher had good success in Negro work in 
New Orleans. However, in March of 1879 he accepted the call given to him 
by St. John's Inutheran Church of that city. His successor in Negro mis- 
sion stations was Rév. Nils Jules Bakke. Pastor Bakke took over Doescher's 
two mission stations and with the help of the Missionary Board established 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in 1882. The second pastor to serve the Negro 
people in New Orleans was Rev. August Burgdorf who organized Bethlehem 
lutheran Church on October 4+, 1685- He served there until 1895. When 
Rev. N. J. Bakke in 1691 had accepted. a call to North Carolina Negro mis- 
sion field, the Rev. F. J. Iankenau succeeded him as director of Negro 
Missions in New Orleans. F. J. Iankenau served in this capacity until 
131p1a., 114-115: Inther College was not the only higher school for 
the Negroes. Immanuel Iutheran College was opened on March 2, 1903 in 
Concord, North Carolina with an enrollment of five boys which later in- 
creased to eleven. Rev. Ne J. Bakke was in charge of this school. On 
September 12, 1905, it was moved to Greenboro, North Carolina. Years 
later, on November 13, 1922, Alabama Lutheran College was opened at Salen, 
Alabem,. During depression years this school was considerably reduced. in 
scope and became Alabama Iutheran Academy, a preparatory school for Immn- 
uel Lutheran College, Cf. Synodical Conference Reports, 1892-1938, passim. 
“Ume southern Intheran published its first issue in January, 1903. 
It was an English paper. 
 
  
tions. R. G. C. Franke preached the serzon upon the occa- 
Sion, and the choirs of our three colored churches rendered 
several appropriate selections. May the lord bless this 
institution and help that through its instrumentality many 
coe menimny Det ie labor successfully in His vine- 
ya 
This institution, while having for its primary object the 
preparation of young men for the service of our church, 
will also afford others the opportunity to gain a higher 
education than the common schools afford.15 
While the first Iutheran school of higher education for the Negroes 
was getting underway in New Orleans, the Iutheran people of the South did 
not forget their hopes and prayers for the establishment of a college to 
train Southern boys for their churches. Hence, March 22, 1904, proved to 
be a very eventful day for them. In May, 1904, the Southern Iutheran re- 
ported: od 
For a long time the lack of men to carry on the extension 
of the Lutheran Church in the world and especially in our 
Southern states has been keenly felt by all such as have 
at heart the welfare of the Kingdom of God. The harvest 
is waiting before our very eyes, but where are the reapers 
to gether it in? Repeatedly the question of opening an 
institution for the purpose of preparing young men for 
active church work has been broached in our circles. Con- 
tinued agitation in this direction finally culminated in 
the organization of a College Association at a meting of 
Iutheran church members held on March 22, 1904. The num- 
ber of those present was comparatively small, but that 
did not by any means detract from the enthusiasm which 
marked the proceeding. After the necessary preliminaries 
the whole assembly unanimusly organized itself as an as- 
sociation for the purpose of founding and mintaining a 
Iutheran College in New Orleans. 
Sa 
15ahe Southern Intheran, II (December, 1904), 5, 
16ghe Southern Intheran, II (May, 1904), Jp
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A committee of seven was chosen at the first meeting of this College 
Association and were instructed to draft the necessary rules and regula- 
tions by which the organization would be governed, and to submit them at 
the next meeting. ‘There wer  two rules that vere already determined at 
the first meeting. “The first rule was that any member of a Intheran con- 
Gregation in the Gulf States District might become a member of the Asso- 
ciation by an anmal subscription of one dollar or mre; all mie comm- 
nicant members who are 21 years of age had the privilege of voting menbers 
upon joining the Association. The second rule already determined was that 
the Association would elect, besides the officers necessary for the ad- 
ministration of its affairs, collectors for each and every congregation 
represented in its membership. 
The temporary officers”! chosen were: The Rev. G. Je Wegener , 18 
chairman; Mr. E. H. Heintzen,/9 secretary; Mr. R.A. Wilde, Treasurer; 
Mr. E. G. Bruening, collector for the St. Paul's congregation; Mr. W. 
Johnson for First English congregation;-° Mr. E. W. Rischow for Zion 
congregation; the Rev. Karl Niermmn for Trinity Iutheran Church in Algiers; 
  
17zpta., II, 1 
1bev. G@. Je Wegener was the pastor at St. Paul's Iutheran Church in 
1887, and was also the president of the Southern District. 
Oye. E. He Heintzen was a Intheran school teacher at New Orleans, 
and is still there today. 
20;ohn N. Nau, "fhe Iutheran Church in louisiana” in Concordia 
Historical Institute. y, XXV, (April, 1952), 20: Firs 
Evangelical Lutheran C Hew Orleans, louisiana, was founded on 
members , July 17, 1888. From the very beginning this church numbered 250 
and in three years had grom to 400 menbers. In 1946 it was the largest 







the Rev. 0. Goelz for Salem lutheran Church in Gretna; and Mr. H. L. Huett- 
man“ for Christ Congregation.©2 ; 
It was stated at this first meting that two things were necessary 
for the success of this undertakings "The blessings of God and the acti 
interest of every Lutheran.""9 And the plea was made, "We need every hand 
and every head and every heart which we can possibly enlist in the work. 
Give us your heart, your head, your hand, by joining the association." 
The plea was urgent because in 190k the great need of ministers in 
the South was keenly felt. Eight congregations and mission places in the 
Southern District were vacant. The vacancies included: Fernandina, Florida; 
Southwest Alabama and Mississippi Coast; Clinton, Louisiana; Crowley, 
Iouisiana; Iake Charles, Louisiana; Houston, Texas (city missions); Taylor, 
Texas; and Willow Hole, Texas.’ If the supply of ministers was to met 
the demand of the Church, a training school for ministers was needed in 
the South.”° 
  
2lyr. H. Le Huettmann was the superintendent of Bethlehem Orphan 
“2christ Evangelical Intheran Church was organized in 1904. Pastor 
H. H. Hartman was the first pastor of this church. 
rhe Southern Intheran, II, (May, 190%), 1. 
2hrpia., II, 2
25the Southern Iutheran, IT, (November, 1904), 4. 
26 ce, Ibid., 1, (December, 190k), 4: “there are now J400 students 
at the various colleges of the Missouri Synod nearly all of whom are pre- 
paring to enter church or school work. While this nusber my appear 
great, the need of men is still greater. The want of men continues, 




A LUTHERAN COLLEGE IN THE SOUTH 190-1908 
The school which was greatly needed in the South for the training of 
ministers and teachers came to realization. A call was extended by the 
Concordia College Association to Mr. Oscar Reisig,= a candidate of theo~ 
logy at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. He was called to be the 
first professor of a newly established college in New Orleans. Oscar Rei- 
Sig accepted the call. Thus on September 9, 190, the fifteenth Sunday af- 
ter Trinity, Mr. 0. Reisig, a graduate of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 
Was installed into office as professor of the college at New Orleans. The 
installation service was held at St. John's: Lutheran Church. The Rev. Karl 
Niermann,* who had been called by the College Association to be the presi- 
dent of the college, preached the German sermon, and The Reve G. Je Wegener, 
President of the Southern District preached the English sermon. The ReVe C. 
Craemer, pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church, conducted the installation 
service. 
On the following Wednesday, September 12, the school opened its doors. 
The first session began with twelve students, eleven boys and one girle 
Five of the students came from Texase The instruction was given in a large 
roomy school house of Zion Chureh on Carondelet Street near Washington Ave- 
  
Joscar Reisig was the son of Mr. August Reisig, a Lutheran School. tea~ 
cher of New Orleans and the treasurer of the Southern District. O. Reisig 
studied at Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina, and Concordia Semi- 
nary, Ste Louis, Missouri, There was lack of information concerning the 
call sent to Oscar Reisige 
2Reve Karl Niermann, Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Algiers (a 
Suburb of New Orleans) accepted the call to be president of the college. 
There was lack of information concerning the call sent to Karl Niermann.
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nue Professor Oscar Reisig was the sole teacher during the first year of 
the school's existence. Rev. Niermann did not teach until the second school 
Session which began in 1905. 
During the summer a few months before the school was opened, the Sou- 
thern District Conference was very happy to learn that a College Association 
Was organized. This was the Sixteenth District Conference held at St. Peter 
and St. Paul churches in Serbin, Texas, June 29 to July 5. Vice-President 
Brand spoke of the joy in the undertaking of this institution and encouraged 
its work. It was stated that this school, "ist auch diese juengste Prophe- 
tenschule innerhalb der Missouri-Synode," and would be called Concordia Col- 
lege.!t The Southern District at this time did not take control of the school. 
The school remained under the control of the College Association which was 
composed mostly of pastors, teachers, and laymen in New Orleanse 
The Southern District in 190) had a total of 20,877 souls, 11,023 com- 
municants, and 3,1); children enrolled in parochial schools.” These figures 
were divided about half in half between the states of Louisiana, Alabama, 
Florida, Mississippi, North Carolina, and the state of Texas. There were 
Six Missouri Synod Lutheran churches in and around New Orleans in 190). 
These churches were: First English Evangelical Lutheran Church, Port and St. 
Claude Streets, Reve G. C. Franke, pastors; Evangelical Lutheran Zion Church, 
St. Charles Avenue and St. Andrew Street, Rev. E. We Kuss, pastor; Ste John's 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Iberville and North Prieur Streets, Reve C. Je 
  
3the Southern Lutheran, II (November, 1901), pe he 
lithe’ Southern District Proceedings, 190k, pe 1h. 
5Statistical Yearbook, 190}, pe 12h.   
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Craemer, pastor; Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Olivier and Eliza 
Streets, Algiers, Rev. Ke Wiermann, pastor; Gretna Salem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Fourth Street near Lafayette Avenue, Reve 0. Goelz, 
pastor. There were three colored churches of the Synodical Conference 
in New Orleans, These were: Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul's Chapel, 
1625 Annette Street near North Claiborne Street, Reve Fe Je Lankenau, pas— 
tor; Evangelical Lutheran Mt. Zion Church, Franklin and Thalia Streets, 
Rev. K. Kretzschnar, pastor; and Evangelical Lutheran Bethlehem Chapel, 
Washington Avenue and Dryades Street, Rev. J. We Fe Kossmam, pastore 
In New Orleans there was one Iutheran orphan home: Bethlehem Orphan Home, 
5413 North Peters Street, li. He Le Huettmann, superintendent, lirse He Le 
Huettmanmn, matron and Rev. He He Hartmann, pastoral advisor.® In 190k 
there was a total of 912 children in the Lutheran parochial schools of 
New heed At the Bethlehem Orphan Home in 190) there was a total of 
Seventy-seven children, forty-one boys and thirty-six girls.& These child— . 
ren were instructed privately at the Homee 
The churches and schools especially of New Orleans offered the inmedi- 
ate environment and close association in which Concordia College existed. 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity in the year 1905 was an important 
day in the history of Concordia College, New Orleans. On October 15 the 
building acquired by the College Association was dedicated and from that 
time served the young institution as domicile. During the previous school 
year instructions were given in the school of Zion congregation. Outstate 
  
the Southern Lutheran, IT (December, 190), 8. Reve He Hartmann was 
also pastor of Christ Lutheran Church in New Orleans, but this congregation 
had not yet joined the Missouri Synod by 190. 
‘statistical Yearbook (190), pe 103- This figure includes the colored 
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Students were at that time privately housed. This arrangement was not the 
best. From the very beginning it had been thought necessary to acquire a 
Special college building. The Board of Directors in conjunction with a com= 
mittee was authorized to look for a site and building. After long delibera— 
tion it was agreed to buy a building on Caffin Avenue and Royal Street near 
the Bethlehem Orphan Home and across from the new Christ Church. The build- 
ing was a two story building (83' x 28') with fourteen rooms and adequate 
facilities for bedrooms and living rooms for students and for the living 
quarters of the Director and instructors. The property was purchased for 
$4,600 and after necessary changes and interior renovations the price came 
to about $5,000. : 
All the congregations of the metropolitan area were invited for the 
dedication ceremonies of the new college building and a goodly number of 
people were present. At 2:30 P.M. on October -15 the festivities began in 
front of the college building. The Rev. C. J. Craemer was the officiante 
When the congregation finished singing the hymn, "Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty, the King of Creation," the Rev. Craemer presented the importance 
of the cause which this building should serve. With a heartfelt prayer he 
commended the students and instructors to the grace of God. After the con— 
gregation sang a few verses of "Abide with Us, the Day is Waning," the first 
part of the celebration was at an ends Thereupon the congregation proceeded 
to the nearby Christ Church where the second part of the celebration, accom= 
panied by bell ringing and organ playing, was inaugurated. The congregation 
sang, "A Mighty Fortress is Our God," followed by an altar service, conduc= 
ted by Pastor H. H. Hartmann with the children from the orphan's home parti~ 
Cipating. After this the Rev. J. Fe We Kossmann preached the sermon. His 





Harvest that He send laborers in His vineyard" (Matthew 9337-38), was clearly 
Presented. He pointed out why Lutheran Christians should be eager to foster 
the institution of learning. The first reason he stated was that by such an 
institution the crying lack of laborers in the Lord's harvest is met. The 
Second reason was that the nurture of such institutions is commanded by the 
Lord Christ. The sermon made a deep impression upon those who heard ite It 
Was also stated that God would engender the cause of Concordia College in 
the hearts of the Lutheran Christians who were not present. 
After the sermon, the installation peer of the Rev. Karl Niermann 
as Professor and President of the college was to take place. However, this 
part of the program was omitted because Pastor Niermann was at the bedside 
of his dying wife. A sense of deep mourning spread through the assembly as 
they heard the news, and with the rejoicing and hymns there was intermingled 
deep sympathy, ‘Through the untimely death of Mrs. Niermamn’? the college sus- 
tained a loss. It had been anticipated that she would serve as a college 
mother. Jusb a day before establishing residence in the college, God took 
her to heaven. 
In other ways, too, the College Association realized that God's ways 
are often hidden from men. The outbreak of more yellow fever plagues in New 
Orleans sharply curtailed their estimatee In the second school year they es— 
timated the enrollment of a great number of students from other states, but 
not one came, and only a small mumber from New Orleans enrolled at the open- 
ing of the second year of instruction. In spite of this the College Associa- 
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tion was not discouraged with the task which lay ahead. They dedicated 
their work to God and praised and thanked Him who had helped them so won- 
drously in spite of their difficulties. 
As the school year progressed two students actually did come from Texas. 
There was a total of eighteen students in Sexta and Quinta during the second 
school year. This was an increase of six students over the first school year. 
The students enrolled in Quinta were: Allen De Trafford,’ Charles Larsen, 
Theodore Wegener, Henry Reininger, Margaret Reininger, who were all from 
Louisiana; and Emil and Richard Wenzel who were from Texase The students 
enrolled in Sexta were: Esther and Norma Beard, Ruth Beeskow, William Brie- 
Sacher, Edward Garey, Louis Huettmann, Albert Korbacher, Alfred Lankenau, 
Wichael IeCron, John Nuschler, and August Struck. The students in Sexta 
numbered eleven while the students in Quinta numbered sevene All of the 
freshman students were from Louisianae 
The Board of Trustees for the second school year were: The Reve Ge Je 
Wegener, Presidents The Reve He He Hartmann, Mr. D. Meibolm, Mre Ke Fe Leon—- 
hardt, and Mr. C. He Odendahl. The faculty consisted of Rev. Karl Niermann, 
Presidents Reve O. He Reisig, Professors and Mr. H. Le Huettmann, instructor 
in music. 
First on the curriculum was religion. Four lessons per week were 
taught by Niermann. The textbooks that were used included the Synodical 
Catechism, a Bible History, and the Holy Bible. ‘Instruction centered about 
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Questions 168-351 in the Synodical Catechism and memorization of hymns, 
Psalms, and Bible passages. Freshmen and sophomores were combined for re— 
ligion. 
English, German, and Latin were the languages taught. Reisig taught 
English to both units while Niermam taught German to both units. Sexta_ 
and Quinta received five lessons of German apiece and five lessons of Eng— 
lish apiece. In Latin the freshmen received six lessons taught by Niermann 
and the sophomores received six lessons of Latin taught by Reisig. Text 
books for English included: Kittredge and Arnold's Mother Tongue, Books I 
and IT; Reed's Word Lessons, Parts I, II, and IITs Holmes! Fifth Reader; 
and Irving's Sketch Booke Spelling, reading, and written exercises were 
the methods of instruction. Textbooks for German included: Crull's Lehrbuch; 
Engelein-Fechner Lesebuchs Collar's Eysenbach Lessons in Germans and Roch- 
lin's Drittes Uebungsbuch. The method of instruction was reading, writing, 
tranblating, dictations, and compositions. Textbooks for Latin included: 
Collar and Daniel, First Year's Lating Arrowsmith and Whicher, First Latin 
Readingse The methods of instruction were: oral and written exercises, 
readings, vocabularies, declensions, conjugations, compositions, and trans— 
lations. 
According to the weekly schedule, other subjects that were taught in- 
Cluded: history, mathematics, science, singing, and musice Reisig taught 
two to three lessons of history to both mits. Niermann taught four lessons 
of science to both units. Science includeds zoologys physiology; hygienes 
ge0graphys, political geography of Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia; draw— 
ings penmanship. Reisig taught everything included under science except 
drawing and singinge Niermann taught one lesson of drawing. Sexta was com— 








and singing. Huettmann taught one lesson of singing. Most students were 
given instruction in instrumental music by Prof. Huettmann. Texbooks for 
history included: Hansell's High School History of the United Statess énd 
King and Ficklen's History of Louisianae The textbook for mathematics was 
Wentworth's Grammar School Arithmetic. Textbooks for science included: 
Steele's Zoology; Blaisdell's Our Bodies; and Maury's Manual of Geography. 
The textbook for music was the Church hymnal. 
Thus was the account of work done from 1905-1906. During August of 
1906 this information was printed in catalogue form in The Southern Lutheran, 
and closed with these remarks: 
The School year begins on the second Wednesday in September and ends 
about the last week in June. Applicants for matriculation will be 
entered by examination into any class for which they show themselves 
Preparede A conmon school training is required for entrance. Those 
who are not known to the Faculty must present acceptable testimonials 
as to character and, when possible, also certificates from schools 
attended in the past. 
The basis of promotion is the result of the examination at the end of 
the year, combined with the term average. Written reports are issued 
at the end of every term to show the record made by the student in 
that term. Expences for board for a year of ten months are $60.00; 
incidental expences for light, heating and medicine amount to about 
$2.00. Tuition charges for one year are $40.00. £11 students intend— 
ing to become ministers or teachers may have free tuition. Children 
of pastors and teachers of our Synod likewise are admitted to all 
Classes free of tuition chargese For further information, address the 
President 
Prof. Chas. Niermann 
61 Cattin Ave. 
New Orleans, Lae 
&lready in the year 1905 the Concordia College at New Orleans was dis— 
cussed at the Missouri Synod Convention held at Detroit, Michigan. Quite a 
lengthy report was made. The general Synod confirmed the founding of the 
  





school and promised a subsidy of $5,000 when the College Association turned 
the school over to the Southern Districts 
In January, 1906, the College Association through its Board acquired 
four additional lots of ground adjoining the two lots occupied by the pre- 
Sent College Building. The intention of the Board was to raise the build- 
ing and to make other improvements. The plea was made at the time, "Don't 
forget to support this our first college in the South and help, as best you 
Can, to make it a successy "14 
On Friday evening, February 9, 1906, a special meeting of the College 
Association was held in the basement of First English Lutheran Church, Rev. 
Franke, pastor. At this meeting twenty members were present. The Rev. 
Wegener occupied the chair. After the purpose of the special meeting had 
been explained, there was a lively discussion as to the advisability of 
turning over the college and its management to the Southern District Synod. 
The discussion culminated in the following resolution, which was adopted: 
"Resolved, that the College be offered to the Southern District Synod at its 
next session." It was furthermore resolved "that the College Association 
continue its work as it has in the past, even after Synod has accepted the 
College." This last resolution was adopted on the supposition that the 
Association would be a good means to awaken and foster more effectually the 
-proper interest in the College and its growing needs. & committee was also | 
elected at this meeting to devise ways and means for raising the necessary 
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funds for the support of the college. This committee was instructed to re- 
port at the next regular meeting of the College Association. Messrs. Gernon, 
Gans, and Rischow were elected to serve on this committee. 
Prof. 0. Reisig who served as one of the editors of the Southern 
Lutheran reported concerning the meeting: 
It is very much to be deplored that the attendance at this meeting was 
not commensurate with the importance of the matter under discussione 
Nevertheless, we are confident that as soon as our brethren become 
better acquainted with the importance of our College for the upbuild— 
ing of the church in our Southern District, they will also manifest 
the proper interest in the causes In the meantime, we commend our 
College to Him, who has bidden us to do the work, and pray Him to make 
us ever more zealous in the cause for the extension of His Kingdom and 
for the glory of His holy name. 
During the early part of the month of February a significant thing took 
Place: The Texas District was organized. This organizational meeting of 
the Texas District took place at Old Trinity Lutheran Church, Houston, Febru- 
ary 1 to 20, 1906. Reve Wegener, president of the Southern District, acted 
as chairman until the Texas District was organized. Dr. Fe Pieper attended 
this meeting. Rev. T. Stiemke read the essay. He had been the first presi- 
dent of the Southern District. The election of officers were: Rev. &. We 
Kramer, presidents; Rev. C. &. Waech, first vice-presidents Rev. F. Wunder= 
lich, second vice-presidents Reve H. Studtmann, secretary; and Mr. He We 
Lottmann, treasurer. 
&s early as 190); the Southern District which met at Serbin, Texas, had 
decided by a vote of forty-one to four to petition the General Synod for 2 
division in the Southern District. The following year the General Synod met 
and the petition was granted. The great underlying reason for a division of 
  




the Southern District was that it covered too much territory. It extended 
from Elpaso to the Atlantic Ocean. The area of the state of Texas was about 
265,000 square miles. The area of the states east of Texas was approximately 
the same. The population of Texas in 1900 was 3,0)8,710. The population 
was 7,606,)65 in the other states.16 
At the time the Southern District was divided in 1906, Texas District 
had 13,832 members, 7,250 commmicants, and 1,739 parochial school children. 
The Southern District had 8,26) members, ,700 communicants and 1,811 paro— 
chial school childrens! 
President Wegener at the first meeting of the Texas District pleaded 
that the brethren in Texas would remember the College in New Orleans with 
gifts and boys »28 
& few days after the Texas District met for the first time, the Seven=- 
teenth Conference of the Southern District was held at St. John's Lutheran 
Church in New Orleans from February 22-27, 1906. The report was made that 
the General Synod had decided to give $5,000 as 2 subsidy for the school at 
New Orleans. It was at this conference that the District, realizing the 
great significance of the one and only institution in the South, took over 
Concordia College as its institution.!? 
During the month of March and following, the Concordia College under— 
went a thorough renovation. Even though the college building was two stories, 
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the lower story was uninhabitable because it was entirely too low. The 
first necessity was to raise the building about four feet. This was done. 
The carpenters were busily engaged in fitting out the first story for class= 
rooms, dining-room, and kitchene When it was finished it was indeed « 
building of which to be proud. 
During the latter part of March, the Concordia College Association 
held its annual meeting, Friday evening, March 23, at the school rooms of 
St. John's Church. Although the college had been turned over to the Sou=€ 
thern District Synod, the Association continued its work in the interest of 
the institution. At the meeting some of the pastors, teachers, and lay— 
members of the various local congregations were present. re E. Ge Bruenig, 
the Financial Secretary, reported a surplus in the building fund of about 
$250.00, but a deficit in the current expense fund of about $80.00. Besides 
this deficit there still rested upon the college property a debt of saveral 
thousand dollars. It was mentioned that a detailed report of the finances 
would be published later. In the meantime, the auditing committee, composed 
of Messrse O. Me Lind and Eugene Vix were instructed to examine the books 
of the Financial Secretary and the Treasurer, and to report to the meeting 
of the Board of Directors at their next meeting. At a previous meeting of 
the association, Mre G. Gernon, Br. E. We Gans, and lr. E. We Rischow had . z 
been appointed to devise ways and means for raising the necessary funds for 
the support of the colleges. They recommended a method known as the "Envel- 
Ope System." They were instructed to put this plan into execution. At 
this meeting some time was taken up by the election of officers. It resul~ 
ted in the election of all new mens Reve He He Hartmann, Presidents; O. Me 
Lind, Financial Secretary; and Pe Thoele, Treasurer. The hope was expressed 
that all the Lutheran people, not only of New Orleans, but throughout the 
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South, would come forward in supporting Concordia College, which had now 
become an established institution for the education of the young men for the 
Lutheran ministry and the office of teacher in the parochial schools. Con- 
cerning the training of workers it was stateds 
There is great need for more ministers and teachers, especially also 
here in the South. The demand in this respect far exceeds the supply. 
Experience has taught us that, if we want men to work in the South, we 
must get Southern boys to study at a Southern College. We now have 
such a college here in New Orleans. Iet us give it our sypporte It 
is our colleges it deserves our support, and it needs it. 
In the summer of 1906 an extensive financial report was published. It 
was stated that until recently the college was under the management of the 
college-association, but now the Synodical Board has taken chargee The Sou- 
thern District was responsible for the management and maintenance of the col= 
lege in every respect. 
As to the financial standing of the college, the following statement of 
assets and liabilities at the time of the transfer of the college property 
to the Southern District, was givens 
Assets: 
Cash in the Bank $ 3he35 
Building and Two Lots 
(Cost and Improvements) 562.00 
Four Additional Lots, Cost 1,750.00 
$7526.35 
Liabilities: 
Notes at i per cent interest 3,600.00 
Loans, no interest 2,050.00 
Bills due 430.98 
$6,080.98 
In order to meet the obligations of the second school year, $500.00 
  







had to be borrowed. The salary of the two professors which amounted to 
$110.00 per month was paid every month. There were some necessary repairs 
on the college building which amounted to an additional expense of $100.00. 
It was stated in this financial report that in September another class would 
be added to the present two, and in order to save expenses the two profes- 
sors would do the work of three in attending to three classes. The Missouri 
Synod had promised $5,000 to pay for the college building, but it was stated 
that this amount would not be available until $110,000 for all the colleges 
of the Synod had been collected. At the end of this financial report the 
assurance was mades 
Of course, there is no question that we will receive these $5,000.00, 
but even then our building fund will be in the arrears to the extent 
of $1200. We should try to raise, at least, this amount of $1200 for 
the building fund. At the same time our regular current expenses 
should not be overlooked. The college needs at least $125 every month 
for current expensese We call attention, in this respect, to the cir~ 
culars and envelopes being sent out for this purpose by our College 
Association. let all our people take an interest in this matter and 
contribute according to their means. Then there will be no difficul- 
ty in raising all the necessary funds.21 
Just a few days before the opening of the third school year, the 
Louisiana Pastoral Conference met at St. John's Lutheran School from August 
28-30, 1906. The major part of the last day's session was devoted to the 
needs of Concordia College. & brief review of the school was given. It 
was stated that the yellow fever scare has "more or less" hindered the coming 
of new students from Texas and elsewhere. "Nevertheless," it was stated, 
"fe are not growing discouraged by all our difficulties, real or imagined, 
but we intend, by the help of God to advance and continue and prosecute 
the work with more zeal and devotion than heretofore.” It was reported 
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that the College Board of Control determined to add a Junior class for the 
next school year, 1906-1907. It was, also reported that Mr. Gernon, the 
  
treasurer, had sent out and would send out envelopes once a year to the 
majority of the communicant members of the South, requesting one dollar per 
year for the support of the College. Each congregation was, therefore, 
given an opportunity to contribute to the school. Next, the committee in 
Charge of the Indigent Student's Fund reported. There was a balance of 
$122.30 in this treasury. It was resolved that the fund be used only for 
Such boys whose homes were in the Southern District and were attending Con- 
cordia College. The following were elected as trustees of this funds; Rev. 
F. Sieblitz, Teacher Je He Schoenhardt, and a layman of St. John's Church.22 
The opening of the third scholastic year of Concordia College saw an 
increase of four students from the previous yeare The enrollment was twenty—   two for the third year. The yellow fever scare had subsided. Fourteen of 
the students returned of the eighteenwhich were enrolled in the second 
year. Thus four students did not return for the third year. There were 
eight new students who entered in the third school year. Their names were: 
John Webert, William Feierabend, Louis Helfrich, Louis Jacobi, Rosa Nier= 
mann, Ward Odenwald, George Schaefer, and Carl Siebert. All of these students, 
except John Webert who enrolled as a junior, entered the school as members 
of the freshman class. There were no students of any other states except 
Texas and Lovisianae In the total student body of twenty-two only two stu- 
dents came from Texas, thus leaving a total of twenty from the state of 
Louisiana. 
The Board of Trustees remained the same as during the previous school 
  




years One new part time member of the faculty was Mre Le E, Hilgaertner; 
otherwise the faculty, too, remained the same as during the previous school 
year. 
During the third school year there were three units instead of two. 
The three units consisted of: freshman, sophomore, and junior. The junior 
year was divided into two parts, namely, sub-junior and junior. The units 
were knovm by their typical Latin namese Sexta, Quinta, Quarta, These 
names were derived from the German progymnasium, begun at the time of the 
Reformer and have lasted through the yearse 
Since there were more wits of instruction the instructors had less 
time than in the previous year for each division. For example English, Ger- 
man, Latin, religion, and mathematics were all given one lesson of instruction 
(per week) less than during the previous year. History and the sciences re- 
ceived about the same amount of instruction as during the previous yeare 
There were two new fields of learning introduced during the third year. 
These were Pedagogy and Greeke Pedagogy was given for three lessons per 
week only in the sub-Quarta mit. Greek was given for four to five lessons ; 
per week only in the Quarta or Junior unite The textbook used for Pedagogy 
was Lindemann's Schul-Praxis.e The textbook used for Greek instruction was 
Gleason and Atherton: First Greek Book. The method of study for Greek 
included the inflections of nouns, adjectives, pronouns, and verbs, first 
principle of syntax, vocabularies, and exercises. Reisig taught Greek while 
Niermann taught Pedagogy. 
The textbooks and method of instruction for the Freshman and Sophomore 
units remained essentially the same as in the previous yeare Sexta had a 
total of nine students, Quinta enrolled eight students and Quarta had a to- 
tal of five students. (Three students were enrolled in sub-Quarta and only 
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tyro in Quarta). 
In Quarta all fields of learning as were given in Sexta and Quinta 
Were covered with the omission of one area and the addition of two areas — 
geography was omitted in Quarta. Greek and Pedagogy were added. 
For religion the Quartaners or Juniors studied pages fourty-one to 
ninety-five in the German Synodical Catechism. They memorized and reviewed 
Luther's Small Catechism. They used a Bible History and the New Testament 
in German. The textbooks included: Schwan's Katechismus, and Biblische 
Geschichte fuer Mittelklassen. Three lessons per week were devoted to re— 
.ligion. Niermann instructed this class. 
Reisig taught English and Latin in the Junior units while Niermann 
taught German to the same unit. English and German received only four les- 
Sons per week while Latin received five lessons per weeke Textbooks for 
English were: Baskerville and Sewell's Grammar and Williaws Composition and 
Rhetoric. Textbooks for Latin were: Allen and Greenough, New Latin Grammars 
and Collar's Practical Latin Composition. The textbooks for German included: 
Crull's Lehrbuch der Deutschen Sprache; and Biblische Geschichte fuer Mittel- 
Klassen. The methods of study included oral and written exercises. 
Other subjects for the Junior unit included: history, mathematics, 
science, singing, and music. Reisig taught the Junior unit history, mathe- 
matics and science, while Huettmann taught singing and Hilguertner the theory 
of music. In the Junior wit history received two lessons per week, mathe— 
matics three lessons per week, science five lessons per weeke Under the term 
Science was included chemistry, drawing, and penmanship. Singing and music 
received one lesson apiece per week. The textbook for history was Meyer's 
General History. The textbook for mathematics was Wentworth's Complete Al~ 
gebrae The textbook for chemistry was Roscoe's Chemistry Primer. 
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All of the units were required to take one lesson of drawing per week, 
three lessons of penmanship per week, and one lesson of singing per week. 
During this school year several students were given instruction in instru- 
mental music by Prof. Huettmann.e 
The Juniors received a total number of about thirty-two hours of in- 
struction per week, while the sophomores received approximately twenty-nine 
hours of instruction per week and the freshmen, thirty hours of instruction. 
Expenses for board for the school year of ten months remained at $60.00. 
Incidental expenses amounted to about $5.00, and tuition charges were $10.00. 
All students who intended to become ministers and teachers had free tuition. 
The children of pastors and teachers were likewise admitted to classes free 
of tuition charges.°3 ; 
During the third school year early in February of the year 1907 the 
Southern District met at St. John's Lutheran Church at Mobile, Alabama from 
February 6-11. At this meeting the Concordia College of New Orleans demanded 
Synod's earnest consideration. The Board of Control rendered a report on 
the affairs of the college. After careful deliberations the District decided 
to add another unit to the school in the Fall. 2 
Early in March of 1907 an announcement was made in The Southern Lutheran 
concerning the forthcoming Annual College Association meeting. The announce— 
ment stated that the College Association is by no means a side issue, and 
encouraged the members to attend the meeting. Appended to this announcement 
were these remarks: 
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The Lutheran Synod of Ohio believes in the coming prosperity of the 
South. That is why it has decided to reopen its Seminary at Hickory, 
Ne Ce, and place in charge a number of active and energetic profes— 
sors. We also believe the South has a glorious future. That is why 
we have opened our Concordia College at New Orleanse let us rally to 
the support of the institution and make its existence really worth while.-? 
The fourth annual meeting of the College Association met on March 22, 
1907, in the school hall of Zion Lutheran Church. The attendance at this 
meeting was better than last year's meeting. However, only twenty represen— 
tatives of the local congregations were present. Reve He He Hartmann, Presi- 
dent of the College Association, opened the meeting with prayer and presented 
@n agenda. Mr. G. Gernon, the Financial Secretary, gave a detailed report 
of the finances and stated that the amount of $67.55 had been collected 
through the envelope system during the past year. The report was accepted 
with joy since this was the first year's experience with the envelope sys— 
teme One fact, however, was deplored, namely that some pastors upon urgent 
request failed to submit a larger list of names of the communicant membership 
of the Lutheran Churches of New Orleans. A vote of thanks was extended to 
Mr. Gernon for his faithful work. Prof. Niermann next spoke about the work 
done at the college during the past months. He stated that of the twenty- 
two children enrolled, ten boys have the ministry in view and two are pre- | 
paring to be teachers. Three of the children, he stated, have discontinued 
their studies. Tuition charges yielded a monthly income of $23.00. It was 
mentioned that the District at Mobile had resolved to add one more unit to 
the existing three, and empowered the Board of Directors to call a third pro- 
fessor, "if the local pastors were not in a position to devote part of their 
time. to the instruction at the college." As an effective means of advertising 
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the College, the Association recommended the publishing of a catalogue giv— 
ing detailed information about the College and its courses of study. 
The rest of the evening was devoted to the election of officers for the 
coming year. The following were elected: Rev. He Hartmann, Presidents lr. 
He L. Frantz, Vice-President; Prof. 0. H. Reisig, Recording Secretary; Mrs 
Ge Gernon, Financial Secretary; Mr. Fe Schaefer, Treasurer. Messrs. Gernon, 
Gans, and Rischow were re-olected on the Finance Committee. There were only 
two new comers to this board: Mr. Frantz and Mr. Schaefer. Mr. Frantz had 
been the treasurer of the first Southern District school as far back as 1882. 
It was finally stated that the next annual meeting would be held in March, 
1908 in First English Lutheran Church. 
In the April, 1907, issue of The Southern Lutheran the number of the 
newly confirmed in the local Lutheran churches was submitted: First English, 
95 childrens St. Paul's, 45; Ste John's, 25s Zion's, 235 Trinity (Algiers), 
10; and Salem (Gretna), 12 children. The total amounted to 210. It was 
noted: 
Though a slight decrease from last year's report, still this number 
means a considerable accession to the communicant membership of our 
church here in New Orleans. If we consult, however, the statistics 
of the past years, we shall find that too many, alas, of these very 
children are again lost to our clurch.26 
During the month of June, 1907, it was reported at Concordia College 
that they had just received the $5,000 promised to it by the last general 
meeting of the Missouri Synod in 1905. This enabled the Board to pay the 
greater amount of the loans made on the college buildings. But there still 
remained an indebtedness of about $1,300. It was stated that this amount 
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ought to be raised as soon as possible by the members of the Southern Dis- 
trict since all of this amount had been loaned by various people without 
interest.27 
At the end of June Concordia College closed the third school year. 
  
The annual examinations held from June 19 to June 26 proved "quite satis- 
factory." Until this time two professors had charge of the three classes. 
With the establishment of a new class for the fourth school year, an as= 
sistant professor had been called in the person of O. Wismar, a student at 
Concordia Seminary in St. Lowis.20 
In the early part of July the Second Conference of the Texas District 
was held at Walburg, Texas, on July 3, 1907. The matter of the Concordia 
College in New Orleans was not discussed at this conference. However, the 
conference was favored with the presence of two Norwegian Lutheran pastors,   namely, The Rev. G. G. Oedegaard and The Rev. P. C. Thorson. They were gi- 
ven the privilege of speaking in behalf of the Lutheran college conducted 
by the Norwegian Lutherans in Clifton, Texase They requested that young 
boys and girls enroll in their school. The remarks of these two Norwegian 
Lutheran pastors were received with attention and the Texas District recom— 
mended the matter be given consideration by its members 6°97 
If the Concordia College in New Orleans was to receive new students in 
order to keep operating, all prospective students needed to be recruited. 
Therefore, quite a lengthy article appeared in the August issue of The 
Southern Lutheran, entitled, "Our Prospective Students." This article re- 
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There probably never was a time in the history of the Missouri Synod 
when such a vast number of students, preparing as ministers and tea- 
chers, have crowded its colleges as at the present time. There were 
no less than 1,600 students enrolled in its nine colleges and semina- 
ries during the past year. This large number is certainly proof of 
an ever-increasing realization of the great want of the Church at the 
present time and of the strenuous effort on the part of our Christians 
to meet it. 
Also our Southern District Synod, as is well known, has caught. some— 
what of the enthusiasm prevailing in our Northern District Synod, and 
as a result, has been led to establish a college here in New Orleans. 
This college has now been in our midst three years. During this tine, 
about thirty students have attended it. Not a very small number, we 
judge, for a new college! However, of this number, only nine are at 
present enrolled as ministerial students and two are taking the nor 
mal course. Now, although we are thankful indeed for the nine, yet 
we must candidly say that nine students in three years is nothing to 
boast of for our Southern District Synod. LIet us call to mind that 
our Mission Board this spring forwarded seven calls to St. Louis, ask= 
ing for as many candidates, and let us furthermore remember that the 
majority of these calls were for old charges of long standing, no new 
mission fields at all, and let us furthermore not forget that our 
District Synod has been asking for as many candidates for the last 
ten years or more. And then we are in a position to judge for ow 
selves whether our present supply of students will even approximately 
meet the needs of even our own small district. Besides, there are 
other considerations involved which make matters worse. There is 
every reason to believe that, as our district synod expands, even 
more missionaries will be called for than at present; instead of se— 
ven our Mission Board might be constrained to ask for twelve candi- 
dates. And then there are six years at least to come and go, before 
a single one of our present recruits will be available, and then as 
experience teaches, we cannot at all figure on all our boys complet= 
ing the course, not a few fall by the roadside and never realize their 
or our good intentions. 
In speaking of our prospective students, therefore, we would first 
of all emphasize the fact that we desire a great number of them; not 
merely five or six every year but twenty or thirty, if possible. 
Another matter in regard to our prospective students, which we would 
especially refer to in this connection is the proper qualification 
of the boys to be educated for the ministry. We consider this point 
of special importance and would, therefore, dwell on it more at length. 
Every boy entering upon a course of study preparatory for the holy 
ministry, we believe, should have certain natural and certain spiri- 
tual qualificationse e« « e 




A second and even more important natural qualification is a strong, 
vigorous minds e« e e 
A third natural qualification for the ministry, we would bluntly call 
common SenS@e e © e 
A fourth natural qualification, very important for a minister, is 
activitye «ee 
One more qualification we would mention is a tender and sympathetic 
Spirite «ee 
We finally come now to the more important spiritual qualifications. 
Here we mention first and last, a living and fervent pietye « « e 
Such, dear reader, are about the qualifications of the boys our church 
needs and needs so very much at the present time. But, you may ask, 
where shall we get thems; have we such ideal boys in our congregation? 
We would answer most assuredly we have, and we have not only a few of 
them but a whole score. It only rests with the parents to recognize 
this fact and to "lend them to the Lorde! 
"Oh Lord God, arouse Thou Thy Church and make the hearts of parents 
willing to give their sons and the sons willing to give themselves 
into Thy service! Hear Thou in hgavens Thy dwelling place, and do 
according to our prayer! Amen."3 
Just a few days before the fourth school year opened the Louisiana 
Pastoral Conference convened at New Orleans August 27 to August 29 in the 
parish of Rev. H. Hartmann. At ‘this conference a paper was delivered on 
the "Lack of Ministers in the Church," by Professor Karl Niermam. Among 
others the following reasons were advanced by the essayist for the general 
Scarcity of ministers in the church: the wubelief and destructive higher 
criticism, the cold intellectualism and rationalism which are holding sway 
in many theological seminaries and colleges of our country; the utter lack 
of Christian parochial schools for the children of the church; and the small 
Salary with which the ministers and teachers must very often content them= 
Selves. The Conference resolved to publish this essay in The Southern in- 
theran. 
  





A good amount of time was devoted to a discussion of the prospects and 
needs of the Concordia College in New Orleans. Professor Niermam spoke in 
behalf of the Board of Trustees. He gave a detailed account of the work done 
and spoke encouragingly of the prospects for the future. Twelve new students, 
he stated, have applied for admission, and an assistant professor had been 
engaged. There was a decided lack of funds. The appeals for contributions 
had not met with so ready a response. There was still a debt of $1,300 rest- 
ing on the college building. Therefore, each member of the Conference sub- 
scribed a specific amount during the coming year to be paid in regular monthly 
installments. The pastors and teachers who were in session at Pensacola, 
Florida, at the time, were notified of this action and asked to lend a help- 
ing hand.22 
On Wednesday, September 9, 1907, Concordia College entered upon its 
fourth school year. A total of twenty-seven students enrolled at the be- 
gimning of this year. This was an increase of five students over the pre— 
vious year. Fifteen students returned of the twenty-two which were enrolled 
in the third school year. Thus seven students did not return for the fourth 
school year. There were twelve new students who entered in the fourth school 
yeare These students were Bertha Johansen, Ellida Norman, Anna Wenzel, Hatton 
Henkel, William McGoldrick, Lloyd McGregor, Ben Meyer, Joseph Meyer, Ernest 
Morere, Claude Mott, Fred Paris, and George Wurnken. Of these, three girls 
enrolled in Quinta and the boys in Sexta. The whole student body came from 
the state of Louisiana except Anna, Richard and Emil Wenzel who came from 
Arkansas. The Quinta class was the largest with eleven students, next fol- 




lowed Sexta with ten students. Tertia had four students while Quarta had 
only two. 
The Board of Trustees for the fourth school year included The Rev. G. 
Je Wegener, Presidents The Rev. H. He Hartmann; Messrse A. C. Reisigs Ae F. 
Leonhardt; and C. H. Odendahl. The Board of Trustees remained the same as 
in previous years with the exception of Mr. D. Meibohm who was replaced by 
Mr. A. Ce Reisig. 
I addition to Professor Karl Niermann and Professor 0. He Reisig, two 
new members joined the faculty, namely Rev. O. Wismar who had accepted the 
Call te be.the third professor of Concordia College, and teacher Fe We 
Niermann. While Reve Wismar was a full-time instructor, teacher Niermann 
served in a part-time capacity. These two men replaced Mr. Huettmann and 
lr. L. E. Hilgaertner. 
The textbooks and the methods of instruction for the first three units 
vemained essentially the same, as also the areas of learning. The lessons 
of instruction per week iseniniitiod approximately the same also. There were 
some minor changese For example, there was a little more time devoted to 
the languages. 
Since there was a new unit of instruction in this school year, new 
texts and new areas of learning were introduced. The new unit was called 
sub-Tertiae : 
Niermann taught three lessons of religion per week to the sub-Tertia 
or senior unit. The methods of instruction included the study of the 
German Synodical Catechism, pp. 95-153. Luther's Small Catechism was me- 
morized and reviewed in German. Bible History and the New Testament were 
studied in German. The two textbooks for religion were: Schwan's Kate— 
chismus and Biblische Geschichte fuer Oberklassene 
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Reisig taught five lessons of Greek and six lessons of Latin per week 
to the sub-Tertia unit, while Wismiar taught four lessons of English and four 
lessons of German per week to the same unit. The textbook for Greek was the 
Same one used in Quarta, namely, Gleason and Atherton, First Greek Book. The 
textbooks for Latin included, Allen and Grenough; New Latin Grammar; Caesar's 
Gallic Wars; Daniell and Brown, New Latin Composition; Tozer, Classical Geo- 
®aphy; and White, Latin Dictionary. The textbooks for English were: Bas= 
kerville and Sewell's Grammar; Williams' Composition and Rhetoric; and Pain- 
ter's Introduction to American Literature. The two textbooks for German 
were: Crull.'s Lehrbuch der Deutschen Sprache; and Hattstaedt; Handbuch der 
Deutschen Nationaliteratur. The methods of instruction for this unit were 
written and oral exercises. 
Pedagogy was shifted from the Quarta level to the sub—Tertia level. 
Frofessor Niermam taught this unit three lessons per week as in the pre— 
vious school year. Inaidition to Iindemann's Schulpraxis, Mezger's Entwuerfe 
Zu Katechesen was used as a textbook. 
Reisig taught two lessons of history and two lessons of mathematics 
per week to the sub-Tertia unit, while Wismar taught two lessons of science 
per week to the same unit. The textbook used for history was Meyer's General 
History. The course stressed Mediaeval History, and search exercises and 
written reviews were the methods of instruction. The textbook used for 
mathematics was Phillips and Fischer, Elements of Geometrye The textbook 
used for science was Garhart and Chute, High School Physics. 
The sub-Iertia unit was taught the theory of music, one lesson per week 
by teacher F. Niermam. All units received one Jesson of singing per week 









Student expenses for the school year remained the same as the previous 
year with the exception of board which raised from $60.00 to $70.00.>- 
At the beginning of this school year from the twenty-seven students 
enrolled, two boys entered from Hammond, one from Algiers, one from Bert— 
vandville, Louisiana, two from the orphan home, and four from the city of 
New Orleans. Half of these ten newcomers enrolled as ministerial students. 
The number of boarding students for this year was larger than ever be- 
fore. Nine boys boarded in the institution and were well taken care of by 
the President, Prof. Niermanne 
The college class rooms were poorly equipped from the very beginning. 
There was no library nor laboratory, nor conveniences of any sorte Only 
the most necessary furnishings had been procured and these at the smallest 
cost possible. Therefore, a start was made in getting a small library and 
a few apparatus: for a laboratorye A notice was published in the Southern 
Lutheran asking for help: 
We have now first an opportunity of buying a thirty-one volume more 
Se ee ae ever. be Eee See fen ineer abr aTaG : 
each contribute fifty cents or one dollar for this cause, we would be i 
in a position to purchase this valuable reference work for our students. 
The undersigned would be pleased to receive any small contributions for 
this purpose. O. He Reisige . 
As the fourth school year was progressing the finances of the school 
were in rather bad shape. It was reported that by the end of September le 
there would be a debt of about $300.00 on the current expense fund and this 
figure was exclusive of the $1,300.00 debt in the building fund. The income 
for the month of August netted only $25.00. And in general appeals for con— 
eeeemininimammnammeesemaenete} 




tributions had not been met with the ready response as had been expected. 
The Board of the College Association therefore decided to hold a special 
meeting on October 11 at St. Paul's school in order to discuss the finan- 
Cial difficulties and avert, if possible, the crisis which now threatened. 
4 strong plea was made for the local Lutherans to show their colors: 
Come, Lutherans of the South and do something for the support of our 
only, Lutheran College in the Southern District Synod. Give us some 
of your boys and girls; and if you have none of these to give, give 
us some of your money for the college and its work, and if you have 
Come to the meeting, Tuesday, Ostebor I at St, Pavltses3 3 9 
An enthusiastic meeting of Concordia College Association was held at 
St. Paul's school romms on Friday evening, October 11. Though the attend— 
ance could have been better, those present evidently came with the purpose 
of doing something for the welfare of the college. The main issue was the 
raising of more funds for the support of the school and the liquidation of 
the debt of $1,300.00 still resting on the college building. Resolutions 
were passed which encouraged the members of the Association to make regular 
returns for the payment of current anasat Professor Niermann volunteered 
to make personal efforts toward liquidating the old debt. He was authorized 
to appeal to our people either in reese or by letter, for a special contri- 
bution toward this purpose.Jlt 
Money was not the only concern of those who supported the college, but 
the supply of students also was their concerne In February a parochial school 
report was published which stated that there were a total of };20 children 
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attending the Lutheran parochial schools in New Orleans.?” A good share of 
these pupils would be confirmed in April, therefore, the President of the 
college published an article in The Southern Lutheran entitled, "A Kind Word 
to our Catechumens." This article read: 
Dear Friends: 
In a short time, you will be confirmed. Many of you will now or at 
the end of June leave school. Have you already considered the occu- 
pation you would choose for your life calling or the profession you 
would follow? May I offer a word of suggestion? We are in need of 
ministers and teachers, especially here in the South. Would you not 
enter into the service of the Lord? Three things are necessary to 
make you sure that God Himself wants you to st to become a servant 
of the Word, whether a teacher or a ministere 
In the first place, you must have a desire to be a teacher or a minis— 
ter. God kindles this longing in your heart. If you feel it, do not 
Suppress it, but rather consider the other points. The second thing 
is that you must have the necessary gifts for studying. Ask your tea- 
cher or your pastor for his opinion in thisrespect. The third, but 
not the least, thing is that your parents consent to your studying 
with a view of becoming a teacher or minister. If then, you would 
become a servant of the Word, ask your teacher or pastor what he 
thinks about it. If he says that you are gifted for studying, ask 
your parents to let you study. If they say you may, then you can be 
sure that it is God's will that you begin your studies. 
It may be that your parents are too poor to b ur books and to 
pay your other mses while at college. But S must not hinder 
youe There are ty of Christians who will help you until you are 
finished with your studies because they also see that the harvest is 
plentiful and the laborers are so few. Remember, a teacher and a 
minister are not thought much of by the world. Nor do they become 
riche But God esteems them highly and so do all Christians whom they 
serve faithfully, Gdd-‘alsoprovides for His servants so that they are 
never in want. : 
We have a college here in this city where you can begin your studies, 
and I am looking for many of you to come next fall. Others also are 
welcome at our Concordia College, such as look for a higher or a col- 
lege education, whether boys or girls. Now ponder it well! 
Yours with kindest greetings, 
Charles Niermann 





In March of 1908 the fifth annual meeting of the College Association 
was held March 20, in the basement of First English Lutheran Church. The 
attendance at this meeting was very encouraging; about thirty representa- 
tives from the local congregations were presente The meeting was opened 
with prayer and Reve He Hartmann, President of the Board of the Associa- 
tion, gave a detailed account of the past history of the Association, and 
closed with a statement of various matters which should be discussed by the 
Association. 
lr. George Gernon, the Financial Secretary, rendered a comprehensive 
report of all moneys collected through the envelope system during the past 
year. He reported a total of $1,200.00 collected. This report was far more 
Satisfactory than the one of last year. However, it was pointed out that 
over half of the above total had been contributed towards the liquidation 
of the large debt, which rested on the college building, and that the con— 
tributions towards the current expenses fund had decreased so that there 
was a deficit of about $500.00 in the current expense fund. Therefore, an 
urgent appeal in the form of a circulatory letter, was read before the As— 
sociation. The Finance Committee was instructed to send a copy of this 
letter with an enclosed envelope as soon as possible to all commmicant 
:Mamkers of the ‘District. 
Professor Niermann next spoke about the work done at the college dur= 
ing the past months. The enrollment at the beginning of the year had been 
twenty-seven. Three of this number have discontinued their studies. Nine 
boys have the ministry in view and two are preparing as teachers. The tui- 
tion charges yielded a monthly income of $35.00. An explanation was given 
why three professors were necessary to instruct the comparatively small 








a gramar school, it was absolutely necessary to divide the student body 
into different units and to give each of these units separate instruction 
in almost all the various branchese There were four different units in the 
college, each receiving about thirty hours of instruction per weeke In 
Spite of the allowance for a few combinations in special studies, the three 
professors combined had about one hundred separate lessons to give in the 
course of a week. This, it was stated, entails a considerable amount of 
work, 
In order to arouse a greater interest in the college, especially the 
city churches, the Association passed a resolution recommending all the 
various congregations of New Orleans to give a joint "College Festival" at 
Sometime during the year. The last thing, as usual, on the agenda was the 
election of officers. The officers that were re-elected were the same as 
last year with the exception of Mr. F. Schaefer who was replaced by Ire 
Barkenmeyer, and lf. Rischow, who was replaced by Mr. Odendahl. The next 
annual. meeting of the Association was set for'March, 1909, at the college 
or in Christ Church.?© - 
4s the fourth school year neared its close, preparations were made for 
closing exercises of Concordia College. Hence, on Thursday evening, June 
25th, the students and faculty celebrated closing exercises for the first 
time. They were given at the Bethlehem Orphan Home, where an attractively 
decorated stage had been erected for the occasion. Formerly, the school- 
year was closed by public examinations in the college building. But since 
these were always poorly attended, the Board of Directors and Faculty de- 
cided to try this method of a more cordial and widespread interest for 
  













Concordia College. Their good intentions, no doubt, would have been realized 
to the full extent had not clouds threatened with showers. Nevertheless, 
the audience was highly satisfactory consisting mainly of old friends and 
patrons of the college. The evening was enjoyed by all who attended. The 
program opened: and closed with songs, sung by the college chorus. The first 
two selections were: "Peasant's Serenade From Faust", by Gounods and "Sweet 
and Low", by Barnby. The last selection was, "In the Harbor We've been 
Sheltered", by Flotow. There was also individual participation by the stu- 
dents. For example, Emil Wenzel gave a Greek speech; Louis Huettmann, a 
Piano solo; Allen De Trafford, an English oration; L. Helfrich, a Latin 
anecdote; Michael LeCron, a German declamation; and Ward Odenwald, an English | 
declamation. There was one violin trio and one piano duet. The violin trio 
was composed of two laymen and one professor: Messrs. Genssler and Schaefer 
and Prof. O. Wismar, while the piano duet consisted of two coeds: Ellida 
Norman and Rosa Niermann.?! the President of the Southern District, The 
Rev. Ge Je Wegener, gave the address at the closing exercises of Concordia 
College, New orleans, Louisiana: 
Dear Friends and Fellow Christianss 
Our gathering here this evening with the professors and pupils of our 
Concordia College is not for the purpose of making a big public show. 
We could not do that if we wanted to, because there is as yet nothing 
big about our institution or its work. Our college is still in its 
infancy; it is only four years old. Some of ow girls and boys attend- 
ing it have grow big during these four years, and they have grown, I 
hope, also in knowledge and wisdom. But their number is still very 
small, as compared with that of other similar schools. The college 
building, too, while it has-served its purposes, does not make much of 
an appearance. Its inside furnishings and equipments are still far 
from what they ought to be, and its outside walls look very much as 
though they should long ago have received a coat of painte F 
the funds of the college, also, are quite limited, and it is for this 
  




reason that so many things found in other colleges are still missing 
here on our Concordiae 
But what, my friends, if everything about our college is as yet quite 
small? No one expects a four-year-old boy to have the size and sta- 
ture of a trained athlete of twenty-one. Nor was it ever heard that’ 
any institution like our Concordia College had a beginning on a much 
larger scale than we have had here. Eve knows the truth of the 
Old German saying, "Aller Anfang ist schwer,'! which being interpreted 
means, "The beginner must always contend with difficulties." We are 
still in our beginnings; it should not seem strange, therefore, that 
we still have to contend with difficulties. 
However, our difficulties in the past have not been insurmountable. 
With the help of God, in whose name our college was begun four years 
ago, we have been able to maintain it to this day. Though we have 
not had all that we desired, we have never wanted anything of which 
we were really in need. We have had professors to teach and pupils 
to study, and a building with the most necessary accommodations for 
both. Above all, we have had Christian brothers and sisters to sup- 
port our work by their prayers and contributions. Our own people in 
the Southern District and, especially, many members of our local New 
Orleans congregations, have show a lively interest in our work. 
Many others outside of our own district, have given it their hearty 
Support by word and deed. And last but not Jeast, our General Missouri 
Synod has only recently again endorsed our work and pledged its con— 
tinued support, - 
Small, then, as our Concordia College still is, there is no reason why 
it should not grow larger and become more efficient, and more useful 
from year to yearS Nay, I have good reason why our New Orleans Con- 
cordia shall and must growe I am convinced that we are doing a good 
work here in providing a higher education for our Lutheran boys and 
girls which they would otherwise have to seek in irreligious or sec-=- 
tarian institutions. But, above all, we are doing in our Concordia 
what our Lord wants us to do, in educating and preparing young men for 
the ministry or the office of Christian school teachers, There is 
need of a college, such as our Concordia here in the South, because 
the Lord of the Church needs men and workers for the South. Our exper— 
ience has long enough taught us that the only real and permanent help 
for our church in the South is in educating boys of the South in the 
South, and for the Southe 
And, now our Concordia College of -New Orleans has passed its experi- 
mental stage. It is plainly to be one of our permanent institutions; 
it has come to stay among use let us.them, do our duty towards it. 
As the Lord our God has unto day manifestly blessed and prospered our 
work; as our fellow-Christians at home and abroad have given it their 
hearty support, so let us now also cheerfully do our share. Let our 
students diligently and conscientiously apply themselves to their stu- 
dies, ever bearing in mind that they are preparing for the Lord's most 
glorious services Jet our professors continue to work faithfully and 




they are workings And last —- and in this case — not least of all, 
let the rest of us support this work of the Lord by our prayers and 
continued contributions. Then our Concordia College, small though 
it be, will grow and prosper and accomplish great things for the wel- 
fare of God's Church on earth and the glory of His Holy Name. Amen, 
it shall be so} Amen. 
Concordia College had now been in existence for four yearse During 
the first four years of its existence the total enrollment reached seventy= 
nine. However, of this figure only about thirty-eight were different stu- 
dents. The turnover during these years was about one half. There was a 
total of nine students from Texas during the four years, but at least four 
of these were the same students. Two of the students which had come from 
Texas moved to Arkansas sometime during 1906 and 1907. In 1907 they brought 
with them another student from Arkansas, making a total of three students 
from Arkansas. 
Of the seventy-nine students that were enrolled during the four years, 
sixty-seven were from Louisiana, nine from Texas, three from Arkansas, none 
from Alabama, Mississippi and Florida, or any other state in the South. If 
any area was going to supply these students then it would have to be Louisiana, 
and especially the city of New Orleans. The Texas children attended school 
either at the Norwegian Lutheran College at Clifton, Texas, or attended St. 
John's College in Winfield, Kansase It was just a matter of a few miles 
between the distance from Austin to Winfield and Austin to New Orleans. 
In 1908, the Southern District numbered approximately 5,000 communicant 
members.39 To every 500 members in the Southern District there was approxi- 
38rbid., VI (August, 1908), 1-2. 





mately 3.5 students attending Concordia College. For each student the 
Southern District invested approximately $170.00 per yeare The lack of 
funds and of students was no help to the Southern Lutheran College. How- 
ever, in the years that followed Concordia College experienced some of 
the most fruitful years of its existence before it was closed.
CHAPTER V 
THE PERIOD OF EXPANSION AND DECLINE 1908-1918 
The Concordia College experienced one of its most fruitful periods 
with the start of the fifth school year in 1908. The prospects for more 
students looked goode Therefore, the Board of Control advised calling a 
new professor. A call was extended to the Rev. Prof. J. Theodore Mueller, 
who for a number of years had been a professor at Luther College of New 
Orleans. Professor Mueller accepted the call to Concordia College. His 
installation service was held at Christ Church on October , the same day 
of the Concordia College Festival. The sermon, based on Matthew 9337-38, 
Was delivered by the Rev. H. H. Hartmann. After the service the people 
Visited the campus of Concordia Colleges! The finances of the college were 
generally good at this time. Missouri Synod at its convention in 1908 vo— | 
ted to support the young college by giving to it $1,500 every year for the | 
next three yearse2 The College Association had voted to publish quite an 
extensive catalog, thus opening up a new avenue of advertisement for the 
college. This catalog was quite a unique little booklet.2 The format of 
the catalog was well laid out. The title page was very attractively done. 
On the first page there was a large picture of Concordia College. On page 
Ifhe Southern Lutheran, VI (November, 1908), he 
2The Missouri Synod Proceedings, 1908, PPe 53She 
3To the present time the writer knows of the existence of only one 
copy of the catalog. This copy was given to him by the former president 
of the college, Rev. Karl Niermann, pastor em., who is living in retire— 
ment at Concordia, Missouri. This copy of tis catalog is now in the Ar— 
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three names of the Board of Trustees and faculty were givene The next few 
Pages dealt with general information concerning the school such as: the his- 
torys the purpose and aims locations building and grounds; discipline; ma- 
triculation; College Associations and student expensese Page nine gave a 
Complete list of the students and the units to which they belonged and the 
State from which they came. The final pages dealt with the curriculum for 
the year, giving the areas of learning, the units covered, the hours of in- 
struction per week, and the teachers instructing theme 
The purpose and aim of the college is stated on page fives 
The chief object of Concordia College is, to provide a liberal and 
thorough education for youmg men who intend later to enter the minis— 
try in the Lutheran Church. A special object had in view by its 
founders was, to furnish an adequate supply of ministers for our 
extensive mission fields here in the South. . The erroneous opinion 
has long been current that the people of the North cannot stand our 
warm climate here in the South. The result of this has been that 
candidates who were given calls to our Southern missions either 
naver accepted them or at the first opportunity returned again to 
the North. Consequently mission work here in the South has been 
constantly hampered by lack of men, Jong vacancies, constant changes, 
end heavy expenses, The urgent demand for our institution, therefore, 
is not to be attributed to the fact that scores of boys were eagerly 
awaiting the opening of such a college—such a demand did not exist 
and had to be created—but primarily to the great lack of the laborers 
in the Lord's vineyard here in the Gulf States. Our past experiences 
have taught us that if our missionary endeavors would show tangible 
results and the Lord's work in this section be prosecuted with be= 
coming zeal and devotion, we must train Southern boys for our Southern 
missions. 
The discipline of the students was mainteined through Christian means 
as the catalog stated: 
The College is a Christian College, and Christian discipline will be 
maintained. The Word of God is the means employed. The discipline 
is mild but good order, obedience, and a general propriety of dopost— 
Stier 
catalogs for three years. To the knowledge of the writer the Tilton— 
Memorial Library of Tulane University in New Orleans, is the only library 
that has copies of the Southern Lutheran in which these catalogs are con— 
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ment /Sic./ are strenuously insisted upon and no one persistently 
disobedient, or pernicious in his influence will be retained in 
the College. At the begining of each session, the students are 
made acquainted with the rules and regulations of the College and 
reminded of the same whenever the occasion requires ite 
The location, building and grounds of the college was described in 
this mamer: 
Our College is housed in a substantial two story frame building lo-= 
cated in the Third District of our city in the immediate vicinity 
of the Bethlehem Orphan Asylum and opposite Christ Lutheran Church. 
It is only one square distance from two electric car lines (Dauphine 
and Levee & Barracks), commmicating with every part of the citye 
(We would refer the reader to the photograph of the College in this 
Catalogue.) ‘The ground floor on the left contains two small lecture 
rooms, a lavatory and living-room, a dining room, a kitchen and a 
pantry. The right side of the second floor is occupied by the Di- 
rector and his family, whereas the left (four rooms) serves as a 
domitory Leto to the boarding students. ‘In the second story there 
is also a om. The class rooms can accommodate about fifty stu— 
dents and the domitory /Sic./ about eighteen. At present, only boys 
Can receive board and lo in the College. Girls may find pri- 
vate lodging in Christian families in the inmediate neighborhood. 
The College grounds comprise six lots and are utilized as vegitable 
{Sic.7 garden and pasture. There is an ample play ground for the 
Students in the rear of the College. The approximate value of the 
entire property of the College is about $8,000. There is still a 
debt of $700 resting on it. 
The number of students enrolled during this school year were tiyenty— 
nine boys and girls, This enrollment was an increase of two over the pre- 
vious year. The names of the pupils were: Louis Huettmam, Richard Wenzel, 
Allan De Trafford, Michael LeCron, Theodore Wegener, Emil Wenzel, Louis 
Helfrich, Bertha Johansen, Rosa Niermann, Ellida Norman, Amma ienzel, 
William Feierabend, Benjamin Meyer, Edward Garey, Joseph Meyer, Claude 
Hott, Naomi Odenwald, Ernest Morere, Fred Paris, Edith Schoenhardt, George 
Schaefer, George Warnken, Hulda Larsen, Fred Honold, Juanita Neff, Iydia 
Niermam, Andrew Schmalz, Charles Weckerling, and Augusta Wegener. All of 
these children came from the State of Louisiana except the three Wenzels 




in Sexta, twelve in Quinta, five in Quarta, four in Tertia, and two in the 
Normal Department. 
In addition to the four high school units the school maintained a Nor- 
mal Department. This department was started for the purpose of training 
Lutheran school teachers. It was conducted with the total educational pro=— 
gran of the school. The Symbolical. Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
were given some consideration in this department. 
The curriculum of the college published agreed in most points with the 
"Regulativ fuer die Gynmasien" published in 1908 by the Missouri Synod as a 
guide in planning curricula. 
At the end of the school year closing exercises were again planned, 
and a program was printed in the Southern Lutheran.® Quite an extensive 
program was plamed. The students would have an essential part in the af— 
fairs, It was stated that the awarding of diplomas would be given for the 
  
first time. The President planned to give a short message and Reve Me Je 
Vonderey planned to deliver the main closing address. This address was 
published in the Southern Lutheran of August, 1909./ In the summer of 1909 
it was amounced that the school year 1909-1910 of Concordia College would 
begin on the second Wednesday in September at 9:00 A.M. All students who 
planned to board at the College should be present by September 7. Student 
expenses for the year were $60.00 for boards $0.00 tuition for those who 
did not plan to become ministers or teachers. Expenses for books were 
from $8.00 to $15,00.8 
& lsthe Concordia Gollege Catalogue (New Orleans: Garnier's Press, 1909), 
70f. The Missourt Synod Proceedings, 1908, pp. 70f. 
the Southern Lutheran, VII (Jue, 1909), he 
TIbides VII (August, 1909), 1-2. 
Srpid., VII (August, 1909), 3. 
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During this school year only twenty-two students were enrolled. This 
number represented a loss of seven students from the previous year. ‘Twelve 
of the boys had the ministry in view. Seven girls attended the high school 
grades, The institution, it was stated, had board and lodging facilities 
  
for about sixteen students; but this year there was plenty of room. The 
enrollment was rather discouraging but it was hoped that a large new class 
of students would come for the next school year. Girls who were looking 
for a higher education were also encouraged to come. 
It was stated that the college building, together with six lots val— 
ued at about $8,000, but a debt of $600 still rested on the college pro— 
perty. However, the College Association still continued to give Concordia 
College excellent financial support.’ There was no report given whether 
the college held its annual closing exercises in June of 1910. 
The seventh school year was announced to open the second Wednesday in   
September, as usual. The interior of the college building had been reno- 
vated. The fees and expenses and requirements for entrance remained the 
Same. It was also anounced that a course in type writing and shorthand 
would be introduced during the coming school year. The charges were given 
as $),0.00 for one session. Catalogs could be received upon request to the 
President. In this school year there was a total of twenty-eight students. 
This was an increase of six students over the previous year. Twenty-three ; 
of these enrolled were boys, while only five girls enrolled. Nineteen of 
the twenty-three boys had the ministry in view. There were three Primaners 
in this year's enrollment who planned to enter the Seminary in the following 
FIbide, VIII (May, 1910), 2-3. 
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fal1..° only three of the students enrolled entered in the typing and 
Shorthand class which was under the direction of Professor Muellere 
As the school year progressed the Bible class of St. Paul's congrega— 
tion in New Orleans decided to furnish one of the dormitories of Concordia 
College with four single iron bedsteads and a wardrobe. A plea was made 
for more iron bedsteads and also teachers chairs in each of the three class 
rooms as well as two desks for the boys! study rooms »1 ’ 
The plea met with good success because a few months later Mr. Philip 
Thoele, a member of First English Congregation, sent a check of $25.00 to 
furnish one of the bedrooms. It was stated that for four years the boys 
had to use bedsteads which were borrowed. However, this school year there 
was for the first time a sufficient number of bedsteads for the boys who 
lived at the college. , 
During the school year v gifts from other congregations were received. 
For example, Mr. Theodore Schmalz of Abita, Louisiana, sent a barrel of 
Sweet potatoes and a goose for Thanksgiving. Other congregations were asked 
to follow this example. The cost of living was rather high. It was stated 
that gifts need not be turkeys and geese, but the more ordinary necessities 
of life. 
The activities for the school year included forensic activity under 
the direction of Professor Mueller who organized a Literary Society on the 
campuse The student body also participated in outdoor sports such as ball 
games,12 
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The College Association continued with its financial support as did 
also the Missouri Synod. In May of 1911 the General Synod voted again to 
Support the college with $1,500 for the next three years after hearing a 
detailed report by President Niermann.!3° The Southern District also sup- 
ported the New Orleans institution, mostly by means of the Concordia Col- 
lege Association. 
It was announced a commencement would take place at which time three 
of the students would graduatee The people were urged to be present. A 
time or date was not set. No report was found whether such a commence— 
ment exercise was held. The three students graduated from Concordia College 
and in the Fall of 1911 enrolled at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. 
The three young men were Theodore Wegener from St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
New Orleans; Michael LeCron, and Allen De Trafford. The last two were from 
the Bethlehem Orphan Home. These were the only three students in the his- 
tory of the college who graduated from Brimae Several students, however, 
graduated from the Normal. school and were serving as Lutheran school tea— 
chers. Louis Huettmann and Richard Wenzel, who were former students, are 
now teaching. 
In 1911 all the schools of the Missouri Synod were brought to the 
members of the Missouri Synod through the means of a "picture album." This 
neat little booklet was called Synodal Album, It showed pictures and gave 
stories on each of Synod's institutions of higher learning. Concordia Col- 
lege also was included in this booklet. A picture of the school and a write- 
  
13the Missouri Synod Prossedtng 1932, De75e 
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up are given on pages 76 and 77e And on the next two pages appeared pic— 
tures of the faculty in addition to a brief account. The pictures of the 
faculty members were: Professor Karl Niermann, Directoy, Professor O. He 
Reisig, A. B., Professor J. Te Mueller, and Mr. He Le Huettmame.”” 
The eighth school year began at the usual time in September. The 
general. announcements were made through the Southern Lutheran prior to the 
second week in Septembers/5 They remained the same. At the beginning of 
this school year six new students enrolled making the total number only 
Sixteen, and this despite zealous canvassing by Professor Mueller, Fred 
Niermann, and above all, by Director Niermann. This was the worst year 
of enrollment with the exception of the first year which had only twelve 
students. Two more students were expected to enter at the beginning of 
October. It was not reported whether or not these students came. In the   number of students enrolled were three boys from St. Paul's congregation, 
namely, Fred Honald, Henry Gabriel, and George Olsen.’ No further report 
was made concerning the activities of this poor school year. 
During the summer of 1912 the longest report in the history of the 
Southern District was made by the Board of Control concerning this insti- 
tution to the Twenty-first Conference held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
_ from April 2) to April 30, 1912. It was stated that because of the lack 
of students, Professor J. Theodore Mueller had been peacefully released 
last September (1911) to accept a call to Wittenberg Academy in Wittenberg, 
Wisconsin. The question was now raised about the mumber of students attend— 
  
15Synodal. Album (St. Lowis: Concordia Publishing House, 1911), pp. 76=79. 
16the Southern Intheran, IX (August, 1911), 3. 
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ing the school, The Southern District numbered 7421 souls and this figure 
Compared to about two by Chicago congregations. It was announced that if 
thirtesn students would become ministers from two such congregations that 
would be a very pleasing number. ‘flarum sollen wir denn kKlagen, dasz wir 
nur dreizehn Schueler haben?"28 
The ninth school year it was anounced, would open its doors in Sep= 
tember of 1912, All students who planned to board were encouraged to be 
Present one day early on September 10. The board increased from $60.00 to 
380.00 per year. The reason for the increase was given that the work of 
preparing and serving the meals had previously been donated, but in this 
School, year it was necessary to secure parish help. Other general expen- 
Ses and policies remained the same as in the past. It was stated that a 
preparatory uit, Septima, would be held this year, and that a knowledge 
rT 
18ne Southern District Procee 1912, pps 50=52. According to 
information given to the writer e karl Niermam, President Niermann 
Was asked to present the ease of the college to the members of the Texas 
District at the Conference which would be held at Thorndale, Texas. Thus 
he attended the conference and presented the case. When he asked the Texas 
District to help support the college or take charge of the college, faculty 
and students, they replied, "Texas braucht kein College.” This sentiment, 
however, was not confined to Texas. It was a general feeling throughout 
Synod because during the previous years some candidates did not receive 
Calls. This was due to the fact that there was no apparent place for the 
candidates, Therefore, it was feared that there would be an over supply 
of pastors, and the general feeling throughout Synod was, “ile have enough 
colleges." It must also be noted that at this time the colleges of Synod 
had more students than they had ever had before. This, too, might have 
Played a part in their fears of over supply. However, it must be stated 
that Dr. Francis Pieper, as President of Synod, had the courage to urge 
the training of many more students and to support the smaller new colleges. 
For instance, he had urged the opening of two colleges on the West Coast. 
In the early years these schools struggled for their very existence. (Cf. 
Allen H. Haus, "Concordia College (Academy), Portland, Oregone™ Concordia 
priT, I55l)> Historical Institute Quarterly, XXV-XXVII (January, 1953 to A > > 
3 ie 0. Supported and encouraged the college in the South, — 5 
or realized that if the church was to grow, boys had to come from all 
Parts of the country to supply the needs. Dr. Pispery no doubt, had others 


























of German was not absolutely necessary to qualify for entrance”? 
The total number of students that enrolled for this school year reached 
a@ number of twenty-one; this was five better than the previous fall, How-— 
ever, two of the students had dropped out by the Christhas vacation, leav— 
ing nineteen students. Fifteen of these students had enrolled as minister- 
ial students. In a four page pamphlet entitled, "Concordia College Bulletin, "!20 
which was published later, the pupils, the curriculum, and general informa 
tion was given. The names recorded were: Frank Wittmer, Emil Helfrich, 
leonhardt Hofmann, Enno Schoenhardt, August Vix, Henry Gabriel, Henry 
Schaefer, Garrit Bernard, Edgar Fehlau, Henry Fischer, Charles Hartmann, 
Ericson Weston, and Winfield Wickham. The first student mentioned was in 
Tertia, the next four in Quarta, the next two in Quinta, and the last ele- 
ven were enrolled in Sextae Nine of the students were from New Orleans. 
Frank Wittmer was from Chicago, ILlinoiss Leonhardt Hofmann was from Algiers, 
@ suburb of New Orleans; Henry Schaefer, Herman Schoel, and Paul Stueckler 
were from Birmingham, Alabamas Edgar Fehlau, Henry Fischer, and Richard Hauk ji 
were from Cullman, Alabama, and Winfield Wickham was from Palacios, Texase 
During the school year a series of American and English classics had 
been purchased for the college library. A plea was made for a new book case 
‘Sothat these books might be housed properlye 
From December 20 to January 3 the students enjoyed the Christmas holi- 
days with their parents or friendse Those who lived in the city of New 
Orleans spent their vacation at home. Others who lived far from home spent 
  
19the Southern Iutheran, X (August, 1912), 3-1. 
20, copy of the first issue of this bulletin was donated by Rev. Karl 
Niermann. It is now in the archives of the Concordia Historical Institute, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 
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their vacation at the college or with Lutheran families in the city of New 
Orleans,22 
The ninth session of Concordia College came to a close on Monday morn— 
ing, June 23, 1913. Eighteen boys finished the year and were given their 
Teports. One boy who came from Chicago successfully finished the four year 
Courses It was stated that he would complete his studies at Concordia Col— 
lege in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Instead of the usual commencement exercises, 
én informal dinner was served to the boys by Professor Niermam and his 
wife. One boy discontinued his studies and did not intend to return in the 
Fall. It was hoped that there would be an increase in attendance for the 
next school year.22 
In the Spring of 1913, an important meeting of the Southern District 
was held at the church at Mobile, Alabama. It was reported that the finan=- 





$600.00 had been paid. Three propositions regarding the’ future control of 
“the school were submitted by the College Board, which was represented by 
Rev. H. He Hartmann, The first proposition was that General Synod be re— 
quested to salary the professors and thus place the college on the same 
level as the district colleges in California and Oregon. The second pro= 
position was that General Synod be asked again for a subsidy of $500.00 a 
year. The third proposition was that General Synod assum full charge of 
the school. The convention adopted the second proposition.23 The District 
21fhe Southern lutheran, XI (January, 1913), 3. 
22Ibide, XI (July, 1913), 3-he . 
23according to information given to the writer by Karl Niermann, the 
Southern District was afraid that if the General Synod assumed control of 




also resolved that the Board be urged to solicit funds for the erection of 
a new and more adequate college building.2+ the College Association con- 
tinued its support of the schoole 
As the years progressed, Concordia College tried to take its place as 
One of the permanent institutions of the Missouri, Synod. 
The tenth school year was prepared to start. Seven new students en- 
rolled in this year, At first there were only seventeen students who ene 
rolled, but the total mumber increased by ones’? Thus the total student 
list reached eighteen. This was a loss of three students from the previous 
year, when twenty-one enrolled on the first day. However, since two stu- 
dents had dropped from the rolls last year, the count remained.almost the 
Same. It was not realized that before this school year would be finished 
Professor Niermann would leavee 
During February, 191), the Southern Lutheran stated that the Concor- 
dia College Association would meet on Friday, February 27, at 8:00 pom. at 
St. Paul's school house. Each congregation was requested to send a full 
delegation, 26 } 
The College Association met at St. Paul's school hall in February. 
About twenty members were present at this meeting. A report was given by 
Mr. George T. Gernon, who had for so many years served faithfully as fi- 
  
sO that it would not be a full "progymasium." The reason for this feel- 
ing was that they wished to keep the Southern boys in the South as long as 
possible in hopes that the Southern boys would return as ministers. : 
2hthe Southern Iutheran, XI (May, 1913), 3 
25%bid., XI (October, 1913), 5. 





nancial secretary. He reported a total of $39.25 had been collected. In 
order to create more interest in the local congregations for Concordia Col- 
lege, Rev. Hartmann and Teacher Heintaen were requested to deliver speeches 
at the various Lutheran congregations in the city. Professor Niermann 
briefly detailed the work that thus far was accomplished during the school 
year.<7 This was Professor Niermann's last appearance before the College 
Association. 
In the June, 191), issue of the Southern Lutheran, this announcement 
appeared: 
Compelled by his ovm and his family's ill health, Professor Charles 
Niermann has severed his connection with our college, to accept a 
call as pastor to Cole Camp, Missouri. Professor Niermann was 
privileged to labor nearly a quarter of a century here in the South. 
He first served pastorates in Clinton and Algiers, Louisiana, and 
for the past nine years was President of Concordia College at New 
Orleans. On May 26 the pastors and teachers of the city held a 
farewell gathering in his favor, all wishing him Godspeed in his 
future calling. Since Professor Niermann had charge of the board— 
ing of non-resident students, these latter had to be dismissed by 
the end of May. Our local students will continue to attend until 
the close of the term. 
It was also stated in this issue of the Southern Lutheran, that Pro- 
fessor Niermann would leave for Cole Camp, Missouri, on the first day of 
June 28 Professor Niermann, with his family, moved to Cole Camp, Missouri. 
After Professor Niermam left, Professor Reisig was the sole instruc=— 
tor. He took care of the matters pertaining to the college and closed the 
tenth school year. 
In the next issue of the Southern Lutheran this notice appeared in 
bold ink: 
27the Southern Lutheran, XII (April, 1911), he 
28rpid., XII (July, 191s), 6. 
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In matters pertaining to the college, address the undersigned until 
further notice, 
0. He Reisige 2 9 
315 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 
Upon Professor Niermann!s departure Professor Reisig became Director 
of the college, 
lay was an important month for the college, not only because Professor 
Niermann left g but also because the Missouri Synod was meeting at its regu— 
dar convertion at Chicago, Illinois. The convention met from May 6 to May 
16, 191. The concern of Concordia College, New Orleans, was brought be- 
fore the convention. There was a brief report given on the enrollment dur- 
ing the past three years and a statement concerning the ministerial students 
who were gained by the school. The pastors of the Southern District were 
Satisfied that the students would not have been secured had it not been for 
the preparatory school in the South. Synod voted to grant an annual sub- 
sidy of $1,200 for the next three years for the maintenance of this schoo1.2° 
Professor Reisig was authorized by the College Board to open the ele— 
venth year of Concordia College. He announced that it would open on Wednes— 
day morning, the ninth of September, Before this term opened the College 
Board made serious efforts to provide board for out-of-town students. No 
definite arrangements had been made, Therefore anyone who was able to re- 
Commend a Lutheran couple who would be capable and willing to do this work, 
either in the college building or in the immediate neighborhood, was re— 
quested to commmicate with Pastor G. Je Wegener or Professor Reisig. The 
Se ae 
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College Board together with Christ Lutheran Church called another professor 
for the college who would also work part time at Christ Church as the pas- 
tor. An earnest appeal was made to persuade more boys to enter the college 
in September 31
A new teacher came in the person of Reve Fe We Abel. He also served 
as pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, and was installed on the seventh of 
September .32 
The new school year opened in September and eight students enrolled.33 
This was the lowest enrollment in the history of the school. Nevertheless, 
the school went on with its faculty of two and student body of eight. On 
June 16 another college term successfully came to a close. Three students 
completed their preparatory training and planned to enter larger institu— 
tions in the North. These students were: Winfield Wickham of Palacios, 
Texas; Henry Gabriel of New Orleans; and Paul Stueckler of Birmingham, 
Alabama. The two former boys planned to enter St. John's College in Win- 
field, Kansas, while the latter planned to continue his studies at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.34 if the institution was to continue, more students were 
needed in the Fall to replenish those who left. 
In the issue of April, 1915, the Southern Lutheran published a brief 
article entitled, "Boys for the Ministry." This article urged pastors and 
parents to take up the search for boys to send to the college in the fol~ 
lowing September. It reported that at this season of the year about three 
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hundred children would be confirmed in the various Lutheran churches in the 
South. About half of these, it stated, were boys. Every pastor and mis— 
Sionary was encouraged to take up the matter of encouraging and directing 
boys to the ministry. Parents, likewise, were urged to give "serious and 
Prayerful and deliberate" thought to the question of whether the Lord has 
need of their son. The article concluded: 
Experience has taught us that in most instances the consideration of 
the question is deferred too long, say to the time of summer vacation 
when neither boy nor parent can, within so short a time, bring him— 
self to make a decision in favor of studying for the ministry. May 
there be many among the catechumens of this year who say, with 
their parents consent and blessing, "Lord, send me. 
In the summer of 1915 the supply of students for enrollment in the 
College was discussed at the twenty-third conference of the Southern Dis= 
trict, which was held from Jue 23 to June 29 at St. John's Lutheran Church 
in New Orleans.3© Rev. 0. We Wismax, who was the secretary of the Board of 
Control, made the report. The question was raised, "What can we do now to 
win more students for our institution? That is the old burning question 
for use We have everythings a beautiful building, a beautiful campus, 
skilled and faithful professors, but no students."37 
The College Association continued to meet annually and give its finan— 
Cial support to the college through the means of its well known "envelope 
system," 
In spite of the many pleas for students only eight students enrolled 
during the ‘twelfth school year. Nevertheless, the college moved right 
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along in good spirits. On Wednesday morning, September 15, 1915, Concordia 
College began its formal exercises. The Board of Directors who had come to 
Participate in the opening ceremonies were cordially greeted by Professor 
0. H. Reisig and Pastor F, We Abel, the assistant professor. Many improve- 
ments had been made during the summer and no one missed seeing them. The 
Grounds never looked so well in the whole history of the college. The open- 
ing day was described in these words: 
iit the invitation of the bell, the student body, faculty and Board 
of Directors assembled in the large class room. The exercises began 
with the singing of the hymn, "All Depends on Our Possessing God's 
Free Love and Grace and Blessing," whereupon the Director, after read- 
ing the fourth chapter of Proverbs and offering a prayer, addressed 
the students on the theme "Ora et Labora" (Pray and Work). In the 
name of the Board, President G. J. Wegener next spoke to the students 
welcoming them and reminding them of their "Daily Duty,"t in considera— 
tion of their obligation to God, to their parents and the church." 
It was hoped that God would graciously speed the day when Concordia would 
Carry on her roster at least one young man from each of our larger and self— 
Supporting congregations.29 
The annual College Festival was announced for September 26, to be held 
at the college campus with entertainment and refresimentse This was a. yearly 
affair when friends, relatives, and visitors of the students and faculty 
could spend time visiting the campus of Concordia College.2? It was not 
stated whether or not the festival was held this year. 
The school year was not far along when a severe wind storm damaged 
the college property as well as many other buildings in the city. Since 
New Orleans was in the direct path of the storm, none of the schools and 
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Churches emerged from the storm unharmed, The rear of the college build— 
ing was damaged severely. The four rear rooms which had just been renova- 
ted during the summer months suffered most. ALL the outside buildings and 
fences on the campus were blown dow, while the roof of the main building 
was damaged by water. The storm which struck on September 29, was fol- 
lowed by heavy rains which did almost as much damage as the winds? 
The twelfth school year finally came to a closes In these years of 
decline no commencement exercises nor college programs were reported to 
have taken place. 
Those who supported the college were not yet discouraged concerning 
the lack of students for the past two years. Therefore, they continued to 
give the school their help. In order to encourage more students,to enroll 
in the Fall session, various means were used. For instance, in the July 
and August issues of the Southern Lutheran an article appeared entitled 
"The Young Man and the Ministry. "1 
The College Board had another plane By a special resolution it re- 
duced the tuition for non-ministerial students from $40.00 to $20.00 for 
the year. Thus students who desired only a liberal education would be in— 
duced to enter the school. However, for the past few years the board for 
non=ministerial students had been raised to $100.00, while students who had 
the ministry in view paid only $80.00 per year. At this time the announce— 
ment was made by the President that Concordia College would open its thir— 
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‘teenth school year on Wednesday morning, September 13.42 
This school year, 1916-1917, saw the enrollment of only six boys. This 
Was the lowest enrollment that the college had ever seen. No new students 
were reported to have entered. The enrollment was two less than in the 
previous year, 
During the school year the Concordia College Association met for its 
fourteenth annual meeting on February 6, 1917. The meeting was called to 
order by Mr. C, H. Odendahl, the President of the Association. There was 
a very good attendance at this meeting, for twenty-eight people were pre— 
Sent. Professor Reisig gave a brief report concerning the students. He 
Stated that of the six who were enrolled, three had the ministry in view. 
He also stated that in addition to the four young men who were graduates 
of the school and now in the active ministry, there were three graduates 
of the local college at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. He also 
stated that there were six of the former pupils at Winfield and two at Fort 
Wayne. Seven of these students were in attendance at the local college 
within the past three years. A plan was brought up at this meeting to com— 
bine a high school course with the college curriculum and add another tea— 
cher who would be salaried by the Association. However, this matter was 
dropped.43 this meeting was the last time that the College Association met 
during the existance of the college. 
The College Board of Control resolved in April of 1917 to petition 
General Synod again for financial support for the next three years. The 
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annual subsidy requested was $610.00, which was a great drop from the last 
triennium.44 at its June meeting Synod appropriated the annual support of 
$810.00, "provided the brethren of the Southern District find it advisable 
to continue the school in New Orleans. "5 
Concordia College closed its thirteenth school year June 19, 1917. 
Henry Honold, Leonard Huber, and Norman Reisig completed their preparatory 
Studies. Henry Honold planned to enter St. John's College in Winfield, 
Kansas, in the Fall, while the other two students planned to enter a high 
school of New Orleans. 
During the summer Professor Reisig continued to contact prospective 
Students and to make numerous inquiries among out-of-town pastors of the. 
lutheran Church, He also urgently pleaded through periodicals that pastors 
and teachers of the Southern District would inform him, by letter or per= 
Sonally, of any boys with the necessary gifts and attainment who might be 
induced to enter the college in the Falle 
The announcement was made by the President of the college, Professor 
Reisig, that the fourteenth year of Concordia College would begin on Wed= 
nesday, September 19, 1917. Those who wished further information were to 
apply to the President. However, the number of new pupils who announced 
for this fall was too small to justify the reopening of the college? How 
many students came for this school year was not recorded. Later, when a 
report concerning Concordia College was made to the Southern District, only 
' 
  
\Sutssours Synod Proceddings, 1917, ps 27» 
L6rhe Southern Iutheran, XV (September, 1917), 3c 
L?Tbide, XV (November, 1917), 30 
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one student was reported to have applied for entrance.!'9 Therefore the 
enrollment in September of 1917 did not permit the reopening of Concordia 
College in New Orleans. ” 
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THE COLIEGE CLOSED 
When the College closed its thirteenth school year in the spring of 
1917, 1t never reopened.” Whatever attempts there were to reopen the 
school ended with no success. Concordia College had been in existence 
from September 1904 till June 1917, a total of thirteen years. During 
this time no less than 236 pupils attenfled the school. 
Since the College closed in 1917, the question has been asked: Why 
Was Concordia College closed? Or rephrased, What were some of the fac- 
tors that made the school hard to exist anf eventually caused it to close? 
A threefold answer has been offered to this problem. First; conii- 
tions in the city of New Orleans diinct permit the expansim of the collem 
Second; the Iutheran people in the South aid not give proper support to 
the school. Third; the lack of measures on the part of the leaders to 
avert a crisis. 
Conditions in the city which did not permit the expansion of the 
school were: city sanitation, Romn Catholicism, geographic ani climatic 
conditions, and lodgery. On account of the poor drainage system which was 
in the city of New Orleans, yellow fever spread repidly. The msquito witch 
carried the deadly maria germ bred easily in the standing waters. In the 
second school year the yellow fever plague almost wiped out the smi col- 
ESE e 
Ime Southern Intheran, XVI (November, 1918), 11: Professor Reisig 
remined in the city of New Orleans for only a few muths after the col- 
lege closed. He took a brief vacation in California and from there tra- 
veled to Michigan where he had been called as a superintendent of : chial 
schools for the Michigan District. However, on his way to Michigan, he l- 
















lege. At various times the whole state of Louisiana as well as the city 
of New Orleans were quarantined, thus prohibiting out-of-state students 
to enter the institution, Roman Catholicism has always been an aggressive 
foe of Lutheranism and its basic principles, The schools are one of the: 
foundations of the Church. Most of the people in the city of New Orleans 
were Catholic. War played a part of fostering a spirit of indifferentism 
and drew away the young people of the Church. Geographic and climatic con- 
ditions hindered Southern students from going to the North and northam:. pas= 
tors from coming to the South, Lodgery in the city of New Orleans offered 
obstacles in the way of young people who intended to serve the churche 
There were Masons, DeMolay boys and Rainbow girls in full force. Dre Je 
Theodore Mueller, who for many years was a teacher in Luther College and 
Concordia College in New Orleans, stated: 
The confessional Lutheran Church in New Orleans has always been an 
ecclesia militans in the truest sense of the term. "Fightings and 
fears within and without" have been its lot. Under adverse condi—- 
tions that exist in the city so predominantly Catholic and with a 
large atheistic element as New Orleans, the Lutheran Church there 
must be aggressively militant even to this day. The city is com 
pletely lodge ridden, and lodgery has always been one of the main 
Lodgery leads to impediments to a truly Lutheran Church practice. 
externalism in religion, as does Catholicism, and externalism in 
religion means empty pews, neglect of Holy Communion, and other 
evils. The office of a true Lutheran pastor in New Orleans is not 
a Sinecure, but one of the most difficult tasks imaginable .2 
The second answer offered was that the Lutheran people in the South 
did not give the proper support to the school. Only one segment of the 
Southern District supported the college. Approximately 200 of the 238 
students enrolled during the lifetime of the college came from the state 
eee 
23. Theodore Mueller, "Lutheranism in Louisiana," in Concordia 
Historical Institute Quarterly, VI (April, 1933), 16. 
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of louisiana, and these mstly from the city of New Orleans. Concordia 
College received very few students from the Texas District.> A related 
factor was that the Southern District, before as well as after the Texs 
District was founded, covered entirely too mech territory. 
Not only was there a lack of students from out of state, but too 
many people felt it was necessary to give their children only a grammr 
school education. Many parents felt that, at best, their chiléren should 
only receive a grammr school education in the parochial school. And af- 
ter the children would finish their gramar school education they were 
expected to go to work and help support the family. The economic factor 
was a related problem in the home. The people of the South wanted minfs- 
ters and teachers, but they did not always realize that 1t took their own 
sons and daughters. 
Finally, the third answer offered was the lack of measures on the 
part of the leaders to avert a crisis. 
The ministers and teachers realized that the enrollment had dropped 
off sharply, but they did little about it. ‘Instead of bolstering the en- 
rollment, they Jost courage. Hard times had come ani they realized it. 
But they did not tenaciously hold on to the school. lastly, he school 
Was not offered to the Missouri Synod. Had this been done the crisis 
might have been passed. ; : 
  
was the director of hom missions 
in the Texas District, stated tha  at one time there were fifty-five boys 
and girls from the Texs District who had enrolled at the Norwegian I - 
theran school at Cliftone. Cf. We He Bewie, Missouri in Texas (Austin: the 
Steck Company, 2 100-101.. The Missouri Lutherans in Texas suppor- 
ted the 2 1952), ype 0-01. Se Miagcart Tete Ie ei ee 
Sw. He Bewie, who for mny years wa 
the Synodical Conferences The Intheran College at Clifton was started in 
1897, in 1908 it was incorporated, and by 1912 the Texas District affilia- 
ted with the school. Ofe alee the Terao District Froceoting?, 1906-18, passin. 
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To single out any one of the particular reasons that have been eiven 
and say this is the reason why the school closed, would be a misinterpre- 
tation of the informtion available. All of the factors taken together 
Were the cause of the closing of Concordia College. 
The Iutheran pastors and teachers in the South have ever been coura- 
geous for the truth of God's Word. May God bless the South with many 
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